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and as often as emergencies of this kind have oc- 
curred, it has been deemed proper, both for the 
purpose of getting troops more promptly into ac- 
tion, and also such as could be retained in the ser- 
vice for a longer period—it has, I say, been usual 
for Congress on all such occasions, when in ses- 
sion, and when not in session, it has been usual 
for the President to call for volunteers. And on | 
this occasion this course has been followed. A call 
for volunteers has been authorized in conformity | 
to the practice which we have always followed. 
The act of 1795 authorized the practice of resort to 
volunteers; and on this occasion the officer in com- 
mand on the Rio Grande has called for volunteers. | 
The first thing we have to do is, to give the Presi- | 
dent money to pay these volunteers, and more if | 
necessary; and in giving him money to pay them, 

authorizing the call made for them. ‘In this view of | 
it the subject is a military one, and proper for the 

action of the Military Committee. They are to say | 
whether eight thousand men, or double that num- 

ber, are necessary; and the Committee on Finance | 
is to report what money may be necessary. Thus 

far the question is military. But after that it is a | 
question which concerns the foreign relations of the | 


be adopted—and on that I suppose there can be no | 


the other part of the subject; and it is obvious that 
it would be very inexpedient to delay the former 
till after the consideration of the latter. It might 
be very detrimental to the public interest to do | 
nothing till the questions connected with our for- 
eign relations were settled. If, then, as is frequent- 


the Military Committee, and the other to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, the whole matter 
would be at once settled. I would make that mo- 
tion, if the Senate think my view proper, that so 
much of the President’s message as relates to re- 
elling invasion of the territory of the United | 
States, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and so much as relates to our foreign rela- 
tions, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Lelations. 

Mr. ALLEN. The remarks of the Senator from | 
Missouri, and his suggestion relative to the dispo- | 
sition of the two distinct portions of the message, | 
strike me as very proper, and I readily concur. | 
The appropriations for the defence of the country 
need not be delayed by being connected with other 
questions growing out of the same state of facts. 

Mr. SEVIER. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will accept of his motion asa modification of mine. 

The question was then about to be put; when 

Mr. CASS rose and said: I have but a few words | 
tosay. The message is evidently intended to bea | 
species of manifesto—a statement of the difficulties | 
between this country and Mexico, very similar in | 

rinciple to the message sent to Congress by Mr. 
Medison in 1812. [tis an exposé of our grievances | 
with that Government, to go before the American | 

ople and the world. I agree that the Senator | 
Gras Missouri Noe Benron} has put it in its prop- 

er bearing. I desired to say that i feel very much 
gratified at hearing the declaration which fell from 
the lips of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cray- 
Ton.]| He has spoken like an American Senator 
and an American patriot. He is ready to meet the 
pi § bag which he finds the country placed. The 
ground he takes is fair for a party man. He goes 
for the country first, and then intends to ask who 
brought the country into this position. That is a 
very fair course. 1 have no objection to the course 
which the Senator has thus marked out for himself. | 
Let us go for the country first—let us make all | 
requisite preparation. hen we have done that, I | 
am perfectly prepared to enter into a full consider- 
ation of who is right, or who is wrong. I agree | 
with the Senator from Mississippi in his expression 
of concurrence with every word of the message. So 





far as one vote and one voice will carry the Admin- |) 





istration through, mine will be cheerfully given. 
And I must be allowed to say further, (and I use 
the word in its best sense,) I repel the construc- 
tion put upon it by the honorable Senator from 
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difference of opinion—there will be time to consider || 


ly done, one portion of the message were referred to || will remain quiet,’’ we will dishonor ourselves for- 


| ever in the eyes of mankind. 


country, and should, consequently, go to the Com- || war? 
mittee on Foreign Relations. If the first measures || that whether war be declared or not, we are now in 


| 


| can invade us when she pleases. 
| course for us to take. 
Mexico, till we compel her to make peace—not to | 


South Carolina. One nation can create a state of 
war—it -, 


ulres two nations to makea peace. Sup- 
pose the other nation declares war—suppose Mex- 
ico declares war, are you at peace? Whatanabsurd 
doctrine is that! I know of no intermediate state 
between peace and war. Are you at peace with 
Mexico? Are we at this moment at peace with 
Mexico? No. Itisastate of war. Every gen- 
tleman here knows that there have been a dozen 
wars in Europe without any declaration of war on 
either side. The war of 1755 was such awar. So 
was the war of 1804. Can itbe said that our troops 


may chase the Mexicans over the boundary, and then 


take off their hats and say, “ Good bye, gentlemen, 
until you come back, when we shall be ready for 
youagain?’’ The honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina says we are in a state of hostility, but not 
in a state of war. Now Lam not going to dispute 
about words, but I deny the doctrine advanced by 
him in toto. What is the difference between hos 
tility and war? Suppose Mexico issued orders to 
privateers to-morrow, are you to wait for a declara- 
tion of war? If an invader approaches, can you not 
drive him off? Are we not now in that state of hos- 
tility which leads to the legitimate consequence of 
I, for one, wish to be distinctly understood, 


a position in which all the legitimate rights and con- 
sequences of war exist. We are placed in a solemn 
position. ‘This is a most important crisis. But if 
we advance to our duty with firmness, promptitude, 
and decision, our course is plain and honorable be- 
fore the world. If we do not act in that spirit—if 
we make half war and half peace—if we say to 
Mexico, * Advance, and we'll fight you; if not, we 


} What have we to 
gain by such conduct? The advantage is altogether 
on the side of Mexico. She keeps up an army, and 
There is but one 
Push an expedition into 


hold the country; but compel her to make such a 
peace as we have a right to demand. 

Mr. CALHOUN again rose and said: I entirely 
concur in the separation of the message in respect 
to its reference. Now I hope that there will not be 
the slightest difference of opinion, but the utmost 
unanimity and promptitude of action in repelling 
invasion. One part of my object was to bring 
about this state of things. Every one must have 
felt the awkwardness of blending the two subjects 
contained in the message together—the solemnity 
of the one requiring deliberation, the urgency of 
the other demanding promptitude of action. Both 
subjects are now properly disposed of, and there 
will be ample time hereafter to discuss the various 
points connected with the one, whilst the other 
will not be subjected to any improper or danger- 
ous delay. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] repelled no observation of mine. His re- 
marks had not the slightest reference to anything 
I said. I said, in the sense of the Constitution war 
could be declared only by Congress; that it was 
only through the exercise of the authority of Con- 


| gress that that state of things called “ war’’ could 
| be announced to the country and the world. There 


The 


is no question between him and myself. 


| question is between him and the Constitution. It 


| States and Mexico. Itisa state of hostilit 


would be a great abuse of language, then, in a con- 


| stitutional sense, to say we are at war with Mex- 


ico. It is, if we have got the true account, a state of 
invasion—not even of hostilities between the United 
between 
the two forces on the frontier. Now, whether we 
shall proceed and settle all our accounts at once, is 


that grave : nea to which I alluded, and with | 
which I said I agreed with the Senator | 


regard to 
from Ohio, (Mr. ALLEN,| in the expression of 
opinion that it ought to be most carefully exam- 
ined, and that then we should, with the utmost de- 
cision, proceed to discharge our duty. 

Mr. ALLEN. I do not rise to continue this 


| debate, but simply to move that so much of the An- 
| nual Message of the President as relates to Mexico 
| be printed in connexion with the message and doc- 


uments communicated to the Senate this day. 


Mr. MOREHEAD said: T have no earthly ob- 
jection to the division of the message. I rise for 
the purpose of saying one word in answer to what 
has fallen from the Senator from Michigan; and 
hefore IT come to the immediate point to which t 
desire to call the attention of the Senate, I must be 
permitted to express my surprise that the honor- 
able gentleman [Mr. Cass] should think it a sub- 
ject of congratulation at all that any Senator should 
express such sentiments as these which fell from 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Crayron.] The 
gentleman from Michigan expressed his personal 
eratifieation that any Senator should arise and avow 
his purpose of standing by his country in such an 
emergency. I trust that that sentiment is a com- 
mon sentiment, entertained by every member of the 
Senate of the United States. I trust that it is not 
so singular as to be made properly the subject of 
special remark. But with regard to the point as- 
sumed by him, whether there is war now existing 
between the United States and Mexico, I desire to 
add one word. It is well known to us all that the 
powersto declare war belongs exclusively to the 
Congress of the United States. ‘The President of 
the United States has no constitutional power to 
involve the nation in war. But if war does exist 
at this time between the United States and Mexico, 
itmay follow that the President of the United States 
may involve the country in war without the assent 
of the legislative department of the Government. 1 
ean very well conceive a case—and IT trust that the 
allusion Tam about to make will not be regarded 
as having any reference to the present cireumstan- 
ces—I can very well conceive a case, in which the 
army of the United States mieht be directed to as- 
sume a position in the territory of Mexico—such a 
hostile position—as to demand from the Mexican 
Government that she should repel such an invasion 
of her territory—an invasion made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. Suppose she did repel 
such invasion, and hostilities arose between this 
Government and that of Mexico, would that be war 
according to the Constitution of the United States ? 
Now, I hold that itis competent alone for Congress 
to declare when war does exist between this Gov- 
ernment and any other nation. In this view of the 
case, I do not think that there does exist, at this 
moment, war between the two nations, in the con- 
stitutional sense; and I think that there is a ae 
essential difference between the existence of hostil- 
ities, as such, and actual war. There was a period 
in the history of the Government, which it occurs 
to me to point out, when that distinction was prac- 
tically carried out. It was a period in the history 
of the Government when hostile relations subsisted 
between the French Republic and ours. There 
were aggressions committed upon the high seas 
upon our commerce. We complained of that to 
the French Government. There were claims which 
the French Government had against us, and which 
that Government insisted were not fulfilled, and 
made a formal complaint to our Government to that 
effect. Step after step in the controversy led us at 
last to hostile relations, and the Congress of the 
United States adopted various measures indicating 
the existence of hostilities; but there was no war 
declared, and no war actually existed between the 
two Governments, although there was a very ex- 
tensive series of hostile indications on the ocean, 
and hostile action on the part of one Government 
towards the other; yet not amounting, as I under- 
stand, to actual war, as intended by the Constitu- 
tion. It was, however, a state of hostility, which 
made it necessary for the Congress of the United 
States to adopt various measures authorizing the 
Executive to repel aggression on the part of France. 
I will not detain the Senate. I hope the distinction 


will be seen clearly enough, and that the Senate 


will insist on the recognition of that distinction; 
and, in conclusion, I hope that portion of the mes 
sage relating to the foreign relations of the Govern - 
ment will be referred to the Committee on Foreigi: 
Relations. 


Mr. CASS replied. [ am surprised that any 


‘gentleman should for a moment suppose that I 


made any improper or unkind allusion in expres- 
sing my satisfaction with the patriotic sentiments 
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expressed by the Senator from Delaware. But I 
am older than the Senator from Kentucky. I re- 
collect the time when a man could not get up, even 
in the Senate, and congratulate any member of it 
for the expression of sucha sentiment. ‘Thank 
God 1 can do it now! 1 believe there is not a man 
on that side of the chamber that is not ready to go 
just as far as 1 would. It was the recollection of 
a very different state of things, to which I have 
never before alluded in this place, and hope never 
hereafter to allude, that prompted that honest and 
sincere congratulation. Congress has power to 
declare wur; but, | repeat, one nation can make a 
war. In Europe, as remarked, there have been 
numerous examples of that. I merely repeat that 
any one nation may go to war, and, of neces Sly, 
put its antagonist in a state of war. 

Mr. DAVIS said: Leconcur in the division of the 
message for the purposes of reference. I do not 
think that the Ume for the discussion of the grave 
and solemn question involved has yetarrived. But 
it must necessarily arrive when the legislative body 
of the United States is asked to act on the subject. 


Then Ww ill come the prope r time for the discussion 
of it; and then I hope it will be fully discussed. I 
hope it will then be examimed and probed to the 
bottom. lor one, Lam right willing to give my 
support to the national dignity and honor, and to 
repel an invasion of this t rritory, by giving to the 


President all suitable means for that purposg. Yet 


we have a right, and itis our duty, to know whether 
the territory of this country has been invaded. 
That's the question to be considered here and to be 
discussed here; and I confess, for one, that some 
portions of the message—which I shall not attempt 
to characterize till I see it in print—some portions 
of the message strike me with a considerable de- 
gree of surprise. We are told in that document 
that the blood of American citizens has been spilt 
on our soil. ‘This may be so. It may be true, 
But in the same messave we are told that there is 
a question of boundary between us and Mexico, 
and an unsettled question; and that the Minister 
was sent there from here for the purpose of nego- 
tiating that very question. Well, now, the Presi- 
dent may mean, for aught | know, that this ques- 
tion of debatable ground does not exist where the 
army is at present located, It is said, also, in the 
message that there are certain proofs of action on 
the part of this Government, tending to show that 
this territory is ours. If [ recollect right, it was 
said that ports of entry had been established, and 
an officer of the revenue appointed. If that be so— 
if it were true that there was an intention on the 
part of this Government, by these acts, to spread 
its revenue laws indefinitely over anything which 
they might call Texas, I for one misapprehended 
the tenor of the act altogether. I never supposed 
that any revenue system was to be established on 
debatable ground. I never imagined that the rev- 
enue laws of the United States were to be extended 
indefinitely over a disputed territory, but that they 
were to be limited to that portion of the country 
which was acknowledged to be Texas. That was 
my idea of the act. I may have entirely misap- 
prehended it, but that was the view taken of it by 
me. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said a port of entry is estab- 
lished at Corpus Christi. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was under the impression that 
it was on the east side of the river, that it was to 
be limited to undebatable ground, without intend- 
ing to advance any opinion in this stage of the 
matter. It is necessary that we proceed to the ex- 
amination of this subject with deliberation and 
candor, as was so well expressed by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun.] For one, 
I enter on the examination of this question with- 
out any previous prejudice whatever, with an 
honest disposition to ascertain the truth. But if 
it turns out that this territory is debatable ground, 
a serious responsibility rests somewhere, and pre- 
sents the question of war in a very different aspect 
from what it would have possessed had the inva- 
sion been made within the acknowledged limits of 
this country. This is all { wish at present to say 
on the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER. I have only one word to say in 
reply: and that is, that whenever the day of reck- 
oning comes in regard to the action of the Admin- 
istrauon in ordering the army to the Del Norte, I 
am ready to meet any opponent. The Executive 
has done por eey what the national interests re- 
quired, and what the Constitution and laws justi- | 
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fied. The President has done his duty manfully. | 


} 
As to the constitutionality of the procedure, I | 
would only at present revert to what was done 
under the late Administration, when my friend on 
the right (Mr. Catnoun] was a member of it, with |! 
respect to the sending of a fleet to Vera Cruz, and 
an army into Texas, and that before we had pass- 
ed upon the admission of Texas into the Union. 

Sut I shall not go into this subject now. IT am 
quite content with the declaration of the Senator, | 
that he is willing to vote supplies to repel an inva- 
sion of a territory which he says is not our own. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said: The remarks of 
the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] render 
it necessary for me to say something in reply. 
The President of the United States has ordered the | 
army to take up a position on the left bank of the 
tio Grande; and in obedience to instructions from 
the Executive, the general commanding has taken 
up a position in front of the town of Matamoras. 

1 understand, and there is no dispute about the 
fact, that the general who established his camp 
there, has a battery of eighteen-pounders pointing 
at the town, and that the Rio Grande has in fact 
been blockaded, so as to exclude supplies from the 
Mexican forces. It is well known that this was 
done without consulting Congress; it was done 
without consulting the Senate of the United States, 
and, so far as I understand, without even commu- 
nicating the movements of the army to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, or any other committee 
of this body. Before 1 proceed further, I wish to 
put one question to the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, [Mr. Benron.] I desire to 
know whether, on any former occasion during this 
session, any information has been received by that 
committee, from which he could form an opinion 
of the motives or objects of the Executive in send- 
ing an army to that place? I desire to know if he 
has any information of the object of sending the 
troops thither? Is there any settlement to be pro- 
tected there? T awaita reply. 

Mr. BENTON answered that nothing more was 
known to him, as chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, than was in the possession of 
every other Senator. All the knowledge he had on 
the subject was derived from the documents before 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON proceeded: There has-been, 
then, I presume, no communication. No commit- 
tee is in possession of the views of the Executive; | 
so that the Senate is not at all in any way respon- 
sible for the conduct of the Executive, or for the 
moving of an army to that point. Now, I say, so 
far as [ understand the subject—and [am impelled | 
to make the remark in consequence of the observa- 
tions of the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevrer]} 
—that the whole conduct of the Executive in this | 
case has been utterly unjustifiable. If the acts of || 
the Executive do not amount to acts of war, they | 
are acts which necessarily tended to provoke war, | 
and to bring on war, and that without consulting 
Congress or the constitutional advisers of the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States. For that reason I 
take the occasion to say now and at the time to 
which he refers, when the discussion is to come off, 

1 will repeat that I condemn the conduct of the Ex- 
ecutive. Ido not see on what principle it can be 
shown that the President, without consulting Con- 
gress and obtaining its sanction for the procedure, 
had a right to send an army to take up a position, 
where, as it must have been foreseen, the inevitable 
consequence would be war. But I will not go on 
with this debate. I think it out of place. My 
justification, however, will I hope be found in the 
necessity of replying to the remarks of the Senator 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. SEVIER rejoined: One word of reply to the 
Senator from Delaware, and a very brief reply in- 
deed is all that is required. He seems to express 
some surprise that an army should be sent to the 
Rio del Norte. I need not tell him that the army of 
the United States is always moved from one point 
to another in the United States without asking Con- 
gress. We have a Commander-in-Chief, a Secre- 


' tary of War, and a President, who always decide | 


on the proper disposition of the army. We have | 
admitted Texas into the Union. Its frontier was | 
threatened with invasion, and the Legislature and | 
Executive of the State called on our aid. Was it 
then necessary to pass an act of Congress before 
any portion of the army could be sent on that ser- 
vice? How would it have been with Delaware, his 
own State, or any other State of the Union, in a 


OBE. 


May ll, 


similar case ?. Would all aid have been refused till 


| application was made to Congress, and till it autho- 


rized the order sending a portion of the army to de- 
fend the frontier? And then the Senator may graye. 
Vv ask the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, whether he had been called on and inform. 


_ ed of the motives of the Executive in so disposing 
|ofthe army. I think when my friend from Dela. 


ware looks at this matter with his accustomed 
calmness and ability, he will see less to find fault 
with than he now seems to perceive. My own 
opinion always has been that the army is under 
the direction of the President and Commander-iy- 
Chief, and to be placed where they think proper. 
I have never known an act of Congress placing the 
army anywhere. : 

Mr. CLAYTON here asked a question not heard 
in the gallery. 

Mr. SEVIER replied: All I know is derived 
from the message of the President. The President 
tells us that General Taylor—a very worthy and 
intelligent officer—was directed to take post on the 
Del Norte at some proper time. He had full dis- 
cretion—ample discretion; he was ordered to sur- 
vey that river, and to take up post upon it at such 
a point as, in his judgment, would be occupied 
most advantageously to the national interests. He 
did so. Well, if there is any blame, on whose 
shoulders does it fall? Does it fall on the Pres 
dent?) When he sends a man high in the service, 
capable, experienced, and, I suppose, enjoying the 
full confidence of the party on the opposite side of 
the chamber—and when that officer is allowed the 
exercise of ample discretion—I ask, is it fair and 
magnanimous to blame the President for it? I 
think not. I understand that General Scott was 
himself consulted about this very post, and that 
he, General Taylor, and General Woo!l—three of 
our highest military men—examined the matter 
and Jocated that post afier due consultation. But 
my main remark is this, that if the post was in- 
judiciously selected, the President is not to be 
blamed, as he gave the commanding officer a carte 
blanche as to the location of it. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON. The Senator from Ar- 
kansas has not addressed himself at all to the chief 
point which I presented. I have no official inform- 
ation as to whether any of the generals had any- 
thing to do with the location of the post. I have 
nothing to do with that. I do not suppose, how- 
ever, that it will be found, on investigation, that 
the information of the Senator from Arkansas is 
correct. 

Mr. SEVIER. So I was told this morning. 
But I did not mean to say that it was from an ofli- 
cial source. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I rather think that it will be 
found, when the matter is properly investigated, 
that the President informed them that it was de- 
cided to take possession of the Rio Grande, end 
asked where the post should be located; and that 
the point opposite Matamoras was suggested, to 
which they may have assented. But I doubt much 
whether the generals have recommended in ad- 
vance of the Executive any position whatever on 
this river, or that they even recommended that the 
left bank of it should be occupied at all. But that 
is neither here nor there. If they had, that does 
not exonerate the President and his Administration 
of the responsibility under which they labor. The 
question is, Was it proper? was it right? The 
honorable Senator from Arkansas said that it was 
proper for the defence of the frontier of Texas, and 
necessary for the defence of Texas. Let us look 
at that for a moment. Was it necessary to take 
up a position on the left bank of the Del Norte? 
Was not the former position at Corpus Christ 
quite sufficient? Why was it necessary to cross 
the desert, and take up a position immediately in 
front of the friendly town of Matamoras ? Why 


| was it necessary to take up that position, with the 


batteries pointed against the town at a distance of 
not more than five hundred yards from its envi- 
rons? It was an aggressive act; an act which the 
civilized world will so designate. Jt was as much 
an act of aggression on our part as is a mans 
pointing a pistol at another’s breast. But there 1s 
another matter to which I alluded, and to which 
the Senator did not think me to pay any atten- 
tion, and that is the blockade of the river. The 


' honorable Senator with, I must be allowed to say, 
amusing naiveté, endeavored to throw the respon- 
_ sibility of all this on the officer in command of the 


army. Now I am well persuaded that, whenever 
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the facts are fully developed, it will appear that | 


; | Taylor has done nothing but what he 
ee. to do; that he will be fully justified 


by the instructions which he received in every | 


sart of his conduct. I protest against this attempt 

ing in strict accordance with its instructions. It 
g eae 

is unjust towards that officer. In the peculiar cir- 


placed him, it is glaringly unjust. 
plain—I_ am justified in complaining with some 


indignation—that any attempt should be made, in || 


any quarter, to cast the responsibility of the Ad- 
miniswation on the officer in command of the 
troops. What is the meaning of this pumps in 
the quarter from which it has emanated? 

not pretend to say. ‘These are the matters to 


which, in that debate to which my friend has || 
pointed, I shall call his attention. I will give the || providing for the defence of the country. After 
|| that came the great question of political reasons for 
By the time that 
‘| came up, these documents would be printed; Sen- 
|| ators would have time to reflect, and come to such 
But he 
had arisen merely to say, he regretted to hear the 
| cool, cautious, and deliberate Senator from Dela- 
|| ware [Mr. Crayton] falling into the error, as he 
|| (Mr. A.) conceived it to be, of pronouncing judg- 
|| ment against his country, before it was heard, 
Armies had 
|| been marched before without consulting Congress; 
1 and he remembered a remarkable instance, in which 
|| a part of the army of the United States was order- 
| ed to change position, and take up another near a 


subject that calm and dispassionate consideration 
which he desires. I have already endeavored to 
do so. I have felt that these acts of the Executive 
ought to be condemned—I do condemn them. I 
think that they will be condemned by the people 
of the United States. By these acts we have been 
precipitated into a war with a friendly nation. 
Congress has not been consulted, nor either branch 
ofit. The President of the United States has the 
power to provoke war, perhaps the power to carry 


on war, without the consent of Congress, but he | 


has not the right to do it; and whilst I, and my 


friends on this side of the House, in obedience to || 


the dictates of patriotism, as I trust, are ready to 
vote all the money in the treasury, and all that 
is necessary, if there is not enough there, for the 


purpose of defending the country, and vindicating | 


its honor and character, I think we have some 
right to call en gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, and ask of them to abjure the spirit of 


party, calmly and fairly to weigh the acts of the | 


Administration, although it is the Administra- 
tion of their own choice; and when they see that 
done by the Executive which they, in their con 
sciences, cannot approve, to join with us in con- 
demning it openly, in the face of Heaven and all 
men. 

Mr. ALLEN arose and said he had no desire to 
protract the discussion, but he wished to say he 


thought any censure of the President premature, | 


because there had not yet been time to examine 


just towards the President that any Senator should 


begin this business by denouncing him—by char- || 


ving errors on the Government, and accusing it of 
being the aggressor, before there is time to exam- 
ine the state of the case. This he thought a very 


bad beginning, if they wanted the war to be suc- | 


cessful—if they wanted to sustain the honor and 
dignity of the country. If they desired that, they 


made a bad commencement, before the public doc- |) 


uments the President had sent there were printed, 
to premise that the Executive had been the aggres- 
sor, and to place all the moral wrong on the head 


of our own Government by one of its branches. | 


He would say again, it was a bad beginning. 
War was not prosecuted alone by arms. It was 
not steel that constituted the chief power in modern 
umes, but the opinions of mankind, the will of the 
country. ‘That constituted the power, rather than 
the steel placed in the hands of soldiers. Arid 
how were they husbanding that power? Why, 
when the very first announcement of an invasion 
is made, it was thundered forth that the United 
States Government was in the wrong—that we 
were the aggressors. That might be wise in the 
judgment of Senators on the other side; but he 
(Mr. A.) believed, on second reflection, not one 
would be found to say it was not unwise. He 
thought it premature to condemn the Executive 
before the poesia: which had been laid before 
them had been printed. The Senator from Del- 


aware inquired how it happened that that river | 


was blockaded. The answer was given in the 
inessage. The river was blockaded to cut off 
Supplies from the Mexican army, after, and in 
Consequence of, the Mexican commander havin 

announced the fact that a state of hostilities had 
commenced. That was the reason of the blockade. 
1 regard to the position of the army on the Rio 


Del Norte, he would say, asthe President had said | 


in his message, that the military reasons on which 
® acted came from the highest military author- 


TH 


|| ity now in the country, and came, too, in such 


: 

| to see its propriety. 
| the military reasons. 
) 

| 


| the Executive. 


|| placing the army where it was. 


| conclusions as the state of facts justified. 


before its own or any other tribunal. 


scene that was about to be transacted in Rhode 
Island; and it was not thought necessary that the 
Senate should call on the Executive for its reasons 
No; there was then a great political 
The President thought he had 
reasons to anticipate a breach of the public peace, 
|| and a violation of public order; and without con- 
|| sulting the Senate or House of Representatives, he 
|| ordered detachments of the army to march and take 
That was to repel an invasion 
| by Americans, not by Mexicans—an invasion of 
There was 
no call made in the Senate or House of Represent- 
atives, to inquire into the reasons for ordering the 
He hoped the 
|| question would not be further debated, but that all 
the facts communicated by the Executive; and it | the opinions that should be formed prejudicial to 
was for that reason that he thought it extremely un- | the action of the Government, or calculated to par- | 


| 
|| for doing so. 
| Struggle going on. 


‘| up their position. 


Americans on arbitrary institutions. 


army to march on that occasion. 


|| alyze its efforts on that subject, would be suspend- 
ed till the documents were printed, and all the facts 
|, and reasons were in the possession of Senators, 

|| Mr. CLAYTON said he was in no degree re- 
| sponsible for this debate. His observations had 


|| TON) would say that he had expressed no judgment 
|| whatever on the acts of the Executive, none. His 
| country was a different thing from the Executive. 
|| He complained of the acts of the Administration, 
| and he would say, from the information they had 
|| received, the Senator from Arkansas was not jus- 
|| tified in attempting a vindication of all that had 
| been done. That wasall. But the gentleman from 
|, Ohio [Mr. ALLen] next turned on him, and said 
| he (Mr. C.) had pronounced judgment against the 
country. He had pronounced judgment against 


this Government. He would not then go on with 
| that discussion, because it was out of place; but 


an intelligible form as would enable the Senate 
He was then speaking of 
In regard to the political 
AE reasons for taking up a position on the Rio Grande 
to shift the responsibility from the Government || at all, these were questions the Senate would dis- 
to the shoulders of the commanding officer act- || cuss for itself afterwards. Most Senators said they 
were willing to provide the means for defending the 
i U | country; but there were those who questioned the 
cumstances in which the Administration have | policy which led to its necessity. When that great 
I do com- || question should be opened there—when the politi- 
| cal reasons on which the Administration acted in 
ordering the army to take up a position on the Rio 
Grande—when the time to discuss those questions 
came, he (Mr. A.) promised there would be men 
found there able to render such good and satisfae- 
will || tory reasons, as would fully justify the course of 
No man disputed the absolute ne- 
cessity, the urgency, the instant need there was of 


| been drawn forth by the remarks of the Senator 
|| from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier.] He (Mr. Cray- | 


| 
| nothing, but had called in question certain acts of | 
| 


|| he would tell the gentlemen from Ohio and Arkan- | 


|, sas, that although he would not throw the gauntlet 
| of debate at the feet of any one, yet when that sub- 
| ject was brought up, he would attempt to show 
| that the President, in ordering the army to take u 

|| a position on the Rio Grande—te take a step which 


must necessarily lead us into collision with a friend- | 


| ly and neighboring country—did an act which was | 


|, not justifiable. 


} 


| the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] to the 


j 
| 


it, in regard to the direction of the army, which, 


aggressions of the Indians. 
| “Mr. SEVIER intimating that he was not yet 
entirely satisfied, 
Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that when the prop- 
er time should come, he would satisfy the Senator. 


Mr. HOUSTON arose, and observed that he had 


| 
| 
} 
i 


' acts of the Executive, while he was a member of | 


he said, had been ordered to Texas to repel the | 


Mr. CALHOUN briefly corrected an allusion of | 


' in taking up his post. 
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no wish to protract the discussion; but he had one 
or two remarks to make, to which he asked the at- 
tention of the Senate, Ele thought the question 
before them was one of the first importance, and 
that, until the documents which accompanied the 
message had been di pos ed of in the right direction, 
gentlemen could not have the opportunity of ac- 
quainting themselves with the state of facts. The 
reasons Were given in the message for placing Gen- 
eral Taylor on the left bank of the Rio Grande; 
and in ‘taking up that position, he (Mr. H.) had 
no doubt it would be admitted on all hands as the 
necessary course, and that suggested by the emer- 
gencies of the country. He did not intend entering 
then into a discussion, because he did net wish to 
produce delay; because he thought the state of 
things required prompt action—not discussion. 
Every indication which had been given, went to 
show the cousequences would have been the same, 
whether the army oceupied a position on the Rio 
Grande or at Corpus Christi. A declaration of 
war had been made by the President, or, rather, 
the usurper of Mexico; his generals reiterated it, 
and told General Taylor that war should be begun 
if he did not remove from his position. He would 
not blame the Administration for not being respon- 
sible forGeneral Tayler, but he was convince the 
Government was responsible for what had been 
done—the Executive was responsible—and in as- 
suming that position he could justify it. The 
American people will do it; the national honor 
required it. ‘That was not an oceasion of ordinary 
importance; it was one which required action, not 
words; not discussion in advance of information, 
and in anticipation of what may or may not be 
the question. Whether that war was constructive 
or actual, he thought American troops on Ameri- 
can soil, recoenised before the annexation of Texas 
as Texian territory, and, by adoption, now Amer- 
ican territory, would not fail to vindicate their 
honor and repel aggression. American blood had 
been shed on it. ‘That soil had been consecrated 
before to them, and their rights must be defended. 
He hoped the question would be put. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to know whether 
the documents communicated contained a letter 
from the Mexican Secretary, of last October, agree- 
ing to receive a Minister or Commissioner from the 
United States. 

Mr. SEVIER. There is a letter from our con- 
sul. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. From our consul, then; 
thatisall. I was induced to make the inquiry from 
seeing in the correspondence with our Minister 
there a denial of the fact. 

Mr. SEVIER understood that the American con- 
sul, at the intimation of his Government, asked the 
Government of Mexico whether it would accept a 
Minister from our Government. ‘The answer was, 
‘* Yes,’’ and he communicated the fact to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There is but one ques- 
tion more I wish to ask; that is, whether those 
documents contain any order for the removal of 
our troops from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande? 

Mr. ALLEN suggested that the best way would 
be to read the index of the documents. 

The Clerk having read the index, 

Mr. CASS presented the letter of the Mexican 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, expressing the willing- 
ness of his Government to receive a Minister from 
the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, so far, he 
could not discover there was in the list of papers 
alluded to anything which showed on what order 
General Taylor acted; and he thought it was right 
that the whole matter should be laid before the 
American people. 

Mr. CASS said his authority was found in the 
orders of the War Department. 

The Clerk here read an order addressed to Gen- 
eral Taylor from the War Department, dated Jan- 
uary 30, 1846. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was giad at last to see 
what he all along apprehended, that General Tay- 
lor acted under the authority of this Government 
He was an officer of great 
discretion, with full eed for what he had 
done. He thought they might regret the events 
communicated by the President’s message. In his 
opinion, intelligence that ought to be more distres- 
sing to us had seldom been communicated by any 
President to that body—very seldom. He (Mr. 
C.) did not look upon it as trifling news. He was 
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Presidents gone before us. From the first strug- 
gle for liberty in South America and Mexico, tt 
was the cherished policy of this country to extend 
to them sympathy, comfort, and friendship, This 
country had regarded their rising as an imitation 
of our example—as a new creation of republics, 
united by a strong affinity, and warm sympathy. 
They were regarded as a portion of that great sys- 
tem of republics which were to stand forth in 
woud contrast with the Governments of the Old 
World. That was the kind and generous view 
taken. As the head of the republican system, our 
policy was to cheer and cherish them, and lead 
them in the way to that liberty we had established, 
and of which we had set the example. Now we 
found ourselves the first to enter into a state of war 
with one of those republies—the greatest of them, 
and our nearest ne ighbor. We find ourselves in 
a state of war when it was our interest to cherish 
them, and cultivate their friendship. We, that 
should naturally be looked up to as the protector 
of all these republies—exercising no dominion 
over them, but constituting as it were a great pro- 
tectorate over the whole. These renerous dispo- 
sitions were all vanished and brought to an end, 
and war and bloodshed had taken their place. It 
was not in the amount of precious blood that had 
been shed that consisted the importance of that 
event, No; it was the great political consequences 
-—the had example—the evil consequences to lib- 
erty and republicanism in every place. The hand 
of one republic stretched out in hostility against 
another! And he deprecated it the more, when 
he reflected that one was feeble and impotent; that 
anarchy and revolution had consumed her strength, 
and requiring the force of our example and aid to 
sustain her and prevent her falling back again, in 
her trouble, into the hands of despots, and that 
monarchical system from which we saw her, with 
pleasure, arise. ‘These were the first impressions 
made upon him by the announcement of that 
message. But, however, all that was to be dep- 
recated, the country was in a state of hostility, 
and there was but one course to pursue. Its de- 
fence was a duty about which they were not to 
hesitate or pause. But when that was done, it 
was also their duty to scrutinize that extraordinary 
state of things—the acts of the Executive—and 
the whole course of events that have lead to these 
disasters—so that we may find out who is in fault. 

He would be very glad if his friend, the Senator 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,}] should be able to 
work out a satisfactory defence of all that had been 
done. He hoped to find his country in the right. 
Tlowever, he would stand by her, right or wrong. 
The course that had been pursued was not that 
generous and forbenring policy that ought to be 
exercised by a powerful and great republic. That 
was what he thought. He saw no reason for push- 
ing the army up to the banks of the Rio Grande, 
and establishing and fortifying our camp in a peace- 
ful country. But that is not a war; it was on our 
own soil! Let them, fora moment, extend the 
principle. Let them, for a moment, consider what 
our course would be under like circumstances. 
Suppose a British army were marched right up to 
our boundary while angry negotiations were going 
on, and cannons were pointed into one of our cities. 
Was there, he would ask, a man im this nation 
who would not consider it a national insult, and 
not expect it to produce war in all its horrors? But 
he would not prolong his remarks; there would be 
sull time to take up the matter, At present it 
might not be entirely just to enter into the subject. 
He would therefore submit, and wait for a proper 
time. American blood had been shed, and, it had 
been said, on American soil. It was too true blood 
had been shed, and there was no gentleman more 
willing to hold to a strict account the authors 
of that act, be it the fault of Mexico or of our own 
officers, whether of the Government or of the army. 
Who was responsible for the hostilities that had 
been announced? Who was answerable for that 
American blood that had been shed? That was 
the question. Whoever they were, they were to 
be held to a strict account. The blood of the brave 
was not to be shed wantonly. As to its being shed 
on American soil, on the border of the Rio Grande, 
he was not prepared to say that we could so safely 
assume that as a fact. When Texas was admitted 
a State of this Union, the resolution passed in this 


body was cautiously worded and framed in gen- 


eral terms, with the knowledge of every man then 
here, and the most of them uow here; and this 
Government then hesitated to say what was then 
the boundary between Mexico and the province of 
Texas. And if I am not mistaken, there were 
few of those who are here now who then thought 
the boundary of Texas extended to the Rio 
Grande. Tam willing now that we should act. I 
am willing to do anything the exigency of the case 
demands for the defence of the country; and that 
done, I think it will be our duty, as speedily as pos- 
sible, to settle our differences. We are so much 
mightier than they are that our condescension will 
be noble. Who could (he would ask) render a 
greater service to this country than by restoring 
that peace and harmony that ought still to exist? 
It would be worthy of a special mission; and he 
(Mr. C.) would, if he had the direction of it, un- 
dertake to settle all differences. It would be worthy 
of a great embassy. He would take Henry Clay, 
Martin Van Buren, the Senators from South Caro- 
lina and Missouri, one, two, three, or all of them, 
and settle it. Did they not think they would make 
peace 2—a just and honorable peace ?—one on fair 
terms, and that would reconcile those two great 
nations? In the meantime we are called upon for 
the defence of our country. ‘That was to be done 
first; but as soon as we can, and between every 
blow we strike, we were to remember it fell on 
the head of a neighbor—every wound we inflicted 
was on another republican—a man we could make 
our friend. Such a mission was worthy of the 
highest talent in the land. We had surrounded 
the Mexicans with fiery insults, as they conceived. 
All that could occur to wound national pride had 
oceurred, It required healing measures to remedy 
that. He threw out these remarks as those ex- 
pressive of the feelings that grew out of the first 
blush of the subject. They should all agree about 
the defence of the country, and he hoped it would 
be so as to the means of pacification to be used. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that Americans were 
certainly a very unfortunate people. He never 
knew them to be right in the whole course of his 
life. They were wrong, five years ago, in the case 
of France; wrong, lately, with Great Britain ; 
wrong in the Black Hawk war; wrong with the 
Creeks; and now, wrong again with Mexico. He 
had hoped to see his country right once in his life, 
but he was to be disappointed. This country had 
endured more from Mexico than any civilized 
Power ever stood from another. ‘This country 
had reared her up, fostered her, protected her, as 
it had the republics of South America. Was she 
a republic to-day? How long had she been a 
republic? How long since she had an emperor 
on her throne? With every disposition to be len- 
ient, there was a limit to insult from one country 
to another. Mexico made war upon the United 
States when they were endeavoring, long before 
crossing the Nueces, to negotiate. Troops were 
not placed there till all attempts to negotiate had 
failed. 
under the unlimited authority placed on him, Gen- 
eral Taylor did right. He understood that the spot 
was selected in consequence of a written paper 
from General Scott. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That does not alter the 
fact, or justify the Administration. 

Mr. SEVIER resumed. He admitted this was 
no defence of the Administration. He would con- 
demn neither him nor the Government, nor make 
it a question whether he was on American soil or 
not. That question would come up hereafter. He 
hoped the policy of the Government would not be 
condemned in advance; and if we could not be 
right entirely, he hoped we should come pretty 
near it once in his life. 

He briefly explained the reasons which induced 


the majority to accept a modified proposition con- 


cerning the Texian boundary when the question of 
annexation was under consideration. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he did not desire to 
protract the debate, but wished to make an inquiry 
of the Senator from Michigan. Before doing so, 
he would utter one or two remarks. He thought 
the suggestion of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Benton] was a proper disposition of the message, 
and in accordance with usage and propriety, and 
would receive his entire concurrence. He would 
be as ready as any member of the body to do all 
that was necessary for the defence of the interests 
and honor of the country. But in doing so, he 


He asserted that in taking up his position, | 


| sage of the President on the subject. 
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willing to give the people every opportunity of 
judging, by contrasting our present with that old 


line of policy that had received the sanction of 
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would not wish, like some on the other side 
endorse all that had been said and done in the 


to 
mes- 


: : The time 
would come when the inquiry would be suital,le 


_and proper—after taking steps for the defence of 


j 


the country—what had led to this state of thinos 
and who were responsible for it?) When that time 
came, he (Mr. H.) would express his views in re- 
lation to it. He now wished to ask the Senator 
from Michigan a question. It appeared from the 
message of the President that a communication w 

made to our consul in Mexico by that Government 
in reply to one from him, expressing the readiness 
of the Mexican Government to receive a commis- 
sion from this Government to settle all] disputed 
matters between them. The answer of the Mex;- 
can Secretary of State had been read, in which he 
expresses the willingness of that Government to 
receive an *f ambassador’’ to settle the dispute; but 
whether that refers to all disputes was uncertain, 
but could be known, perhaps, by a close examina- 
tion of the letter. He wished to know whether 


| the answer of the Mexican Secretary assented to 


the reception of a minister for the settlement of a} 
disputes, or some particular one. As the Senator 
from Michigan was well acquainted with the sub- 
ject, he thought he could answer the question. 

The letter of the American consul to the Mexican 
Government was here read. 

The PRESIDENT then proceeded to put the 
question on the motion of Mr. Speranr; when 

Mr. ALLEN withdrew his call for the yeas and 
nays; and the question was taken, and the motion 
azreed to. 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed sundry bills, &c.] 


CANAL ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA, 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- 


munication from the Department of State, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, certain information in relation to the con 
struction of a ship-canal across the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama; which was read,‘and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of the ex- 
ecutors of Robert Porterfield, praying to be allowed 
bounty land; which was referred to the Cominittee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. EVANS presented the memorial of Gibson, 
Sons, & Co., Gabriel Mead & Co., and ‘Tooker, 
Mead, & Co., praying the reimbursement of cer- 
tain duties alleged to have been illegally exacted; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition of a number 


of ship-owners and masters of vessels navigating 


the lakes, praying that Chicago may not be made 
a port of entry; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of Thomas 
P. Jones, praying remuneration for services and 
expenses incurred while a member of a board of 
examiners appointed to experiment on steam-boil- 
ers; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


RESOLUTION, 


Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding by law that any articles, the growth, produc- 
tion, or manufacture of the adjoining British prov- 
inces, or brought into the United States therefrom, 
on which duties may have been paid or secured, 
may be exported from any port in the United 
States for the benefit of drawback of the said duties 
under such regulations as may be proper for the 
security of revenue. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the act to authorize 
the President of the United States to increase the 
rank and file of the army of the United States 
whensoever in his judgment the exigencies of the 
country shall require it, reported the same back to 
the Senate with amendments, and moved its imm« 


_ diate consideration; which motion was agreed to. 


[The amendments provide for the increase of the 
number of men in each company to one hundred, 
instead of eighty-three, as proposed in the bill as 
it passed the House of Representatives. Also 


making the period of enlistment three, instead of 
five years. ] 








1846. 


The bill was considered as in committee of the 
whole, when Mr. B. submitted a few remarks in 
support of the amendments. ; 

Mr. EVANS asked the aggregate increase which 
would be made by the amendment. 

Mr. BENTON replied that the addition to the 
army would be between 6,000 and 7,000. 

The question was then taken on the amendments, 
which were agreed to; the bill was reported to the 
Senate, and the amendments concurred in. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON desired to know if the 
bill did not increase the army to about 15,000 men. 

Mr. BENTON replied in the affirmative; but 
stated that when, in the opinion of the Executive, 
the exigencies of the country did not require the 
additional force, the bill provided for the reduction 
of the number of men to sixty-four in each com- 
pany, thus dispensing with one-third, 

‘The bill was then ordered to a third reading, im- 
mediately read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. B. also, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill to raise a 
regiment of mounted riflemen for the protection of 
emigrants, traders, &c., on the route to Oregon, 
and the amendment made thereto by the House of 
Representatives providing that the officers for said 
regiment should be taken from the regular line of 
the United States army, made a report thereon, re- 
commending that the ar do not concur in said 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. B., the Senate proceeded to 
the consideration of this report, and the same was 
concurred in. 

A joint resolution from the House affirming a 
certain act of the Legislative Assembly of Wiscon- 








sin, Was read twice and referred to the Committee 


on Territories. 

An act (from the House) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Culver was read twice and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

An act (from the House) for the relief of the 
owner and crew of the schooner Excess was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

An act (from the House) for the relief of Nathan- 
iel Bird was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
nuttee of Claims. 


RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA. 


An act (from the House) to retrocede the county | 


of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to the 
State of Virginia, was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


An act (from the House) making appropriations 


for the service of the Post Office Department, for | 
the year ending June 30, 1847, was read twice, and | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 


The joint resolution for the relief of David Shaw 


and Solomon T. Corser, was read a third time and 
passed. 


An act granting a pension to Richard Elliott was || 


read a third time and passed. 


THE JUDICIARY. 


An act to establish courts of the United States, 


and to provide for the due execution of the laws of 
the United States in the State of Florida, was read 
a third time and passed. 


, establishing one additional district court of the Uni- || 


Mr. ARCHER moved a reconsideration of the || 


vote taken on concurring with the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee on Military Affairs, to dis- 
agree to the amendment made by the House of 
Representatives to the bill raising a regiment of 


mounted riflemen, &c., and asked that the subject 
should lie over. 


Mr. BENTON moved that the Senate should 
proceed to a vote upon the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. ARCHER objected to taking the question | 


upon his motion to-day; and after some further 
conversation— 


Mr. BENTON withdrew his motion, and moved | 


that the Senate should proceed to the consideration 


of aapeenens business; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 


The Senate then went into Executive session; 


| port of the Secretary of War as relates to the Mil- 





| way, 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the rules of the 
House were suspended for the purpose of enabling 
the committees to be called for reports. 

Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported back the bill making an ap- 
propriation to improve the falls on the Ohio river, 
accompanied by a report, setting forth the import- 
ance of this improvement to the commerce of the 
West: which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding a map to accompany the memorial of Robert 
Mills, submitting his plan of an improved ** road- 

y,” ordered to be printed by the House; pro- 
vided the said maps shall not cost more than one 
dollar per one hundred copies. 

Not adopted. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on 

tevolutionary Claims, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Elizabeth Taylor; which report was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. SEDDON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports upon the petitions 
of Jesse Campbell, Emery Lyman, Asa Hall, Oba- 
diah Bass, Jacob Shade, Stephen Brian, and I. G. 
Brown; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made re- 


| ports upon the following petitions, viz: upon the 


petition of William Causey, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; and upon the petition of Wilfred 
Knott, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bills were read twice, and committed. 


On motion of Mr. SEDDON, 
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Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the | 


petition of J. Wilson’s representatives, and that it 
be committed. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the 


| petition of J. Eldridge, and that it be committed. 


Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill in addition to, and amendatory of, 
the several acts to promote the progress of the use- 
ful arts; which was read twice, and committed. 


| 
| 


Mr. WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL, from the | 


Committee on Accounts, reported the following | 


resolution; which was agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives pay to WittiamM H. Brockensroven, | 


out of the fund appropriated for the payment of 


members, $432, for fifty-four days’ per diem, while | 
contesting the seat of Edward C. Cabell, as a Rep- | 
| resentative from the State of Florida. 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- | 


mittee of Claims, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of William Shepley; which was laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, reported a bill dividing the State of 
Georgia into judicial districts, and organizing and 


ted States with circuit powers and jurisdiction; 
which was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. NIVEN, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, to which was referred so much of the re- 


itary Academy at West Point, made a report there- | 


on, accompanied by a bill relating to the Military 


Academy at West Point; which was read twice, | 
| and committed. 


Mr. THOMASSON gave notice of a motion for 


| leave to introduce a bill to provide for the estab- 


| lishment of a post-road from the District of Colum- 


bia to the Columbia river, in the Oregon territory. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a resolution relative to an eques- 


trian statue of Washington; which resolution was |. 


|| read twice, and committed. 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 


agai opened, and 
lhe Senate adjourned. 
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| pointed on the 27 


| 
| 
i 


Mr. GORDON, from the select committee ap- | 


th of March last upon the subject 


| of the laws of the United States, and the purchase 


The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- | 


proved, 


of a tenth volume of the same, made a report there- 
on, and recommended the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause 
to be distributed the tenth volume of the laws of 
the United States in the same manner as the eighth 
and ninth volumes were distributed. 


\ 
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Which report and resolution were laid upon the 
Speakér’s table. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of Daniel 
‘Turnipseed and Joseph Kager; which reports were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported bills of the following titles, viz: 

A bill for the removal of the coll ctor’s oflice for 
the colleetion district of Bristol and Warren, fron 
Bristol to Warren; 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of the 
fishing schooner Congress; accompanied by a re- 
portin each ease; which bills were read twice, and 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. MeCLELLAND. 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be 
discharged from the consideration of the memo- 
rial of citizens of the county of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, for a foundry at Port 
Richmond, in the said county; and that it be com- 
mitted. 


On motion of Mr. RELFE, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be discharged from the consideration of 
the resolution of the House of the 13th of Jan- 
uary last, relating to granting to Arkansas in trust 
the Hot Springs and reservations of six sec- 
tions of land around the same; also, from the pe- 
tition of the Western Settlement Society of Ohio 
for a law to enable them to hold real estate; also, 

| from the petition of citizens of Washington county, 
in Wisconsin Territory, to extend the time of 
payment for pre-emption lands; and from the pe- 
tition of James Morgan of Indiana; and that they 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made a report upon the claim of the widow 
and heirs of John B. Chapman, accompanied by 
a bill for their relief; which bill was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported bills of the 
following titles, viz: 

A bill to amend the 19th section of the act passed 
on the 3d of March, 1845, entitled ** An act to re- 
‘ duce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
‘rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for 

| * the prevention of frauds on the Post Office De- 
* partment;’’ and 

A bill to amend the act approved the 3d of March, 
1845, entitled “* An act to reduce the rates of post- 
‘age, to limit the use and prevent the abuse of the 
‘ franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 
‘on the Post Office Department;’’ which bills were 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, made a report upon the 
petition of Anthony Bessey, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which bill was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the petition of Isaac Guess, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. WICK, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of Samuel Reed, 
of Pike county, in the State of Ohio; which was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. W. also, from the minority of the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims, made a favorable re- 
port upon the memorial of Pierre Chouteau and 
others, for the confirmation of the Dubuque claim, 
in the Territory of lowa; which report was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Naval Af- 


| the Navy to purchase McClintock’s mortising and 
tenanting machine for the use of the navy, accom- 


|| panied by a report in writing; which bill was read 


| twice, and committed. : : 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs, made an unfavorable report upon the peti- 


tion for a congress of nations; which report was 
laid upon the table. é 
Mr. DOUGLASS, from the Committee on Ter- 


' ritories, to which was referred the bill to enable the 


people of Wisconsin Territory to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union, reported an amenda- 
tory bill; which bill was committed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill disaffirming all laws of the Territory of lowa 


fairs, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of 


Sigs 
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ommiuttee on Territories be 


the judges of the pre vurt and members of 
the bar of lowa, for an appropriation for a law 


library, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported a joint resolution allirming a 
certain act of the Legislatuuve A sembly of W iscon- 
sin; which resolution was read a third time, and 


me ¢ 


ve d. 

Mr. WENTWORTIT rose and gave notice that 
he would on Mo: hit’ wxt, or as soon thereafter 
as practi thle. call up th bill (heretolore reported 
from the Commutiece on Comm ree) mH iking appro- 
priations for certain lig it-houses. 

Mr. PETTIT asked leave to offer a resolution 


(which was read for information) « far 
as the reporter could hear) for copies of all orders 
eiven to General ‘Taylor. 

Mr. HARALSON and Mr. BRODHEAD ob- 
ject d to the ree epion of the resolution, 

Mr. PETTITT moved a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could not be 
entertained, because the House was already acting 
under a the rule i 


1 
jing (so 


suspension of 


So the resolution was not received 
Mr. ISAAC KE. HOLMES asked leave to pre- 
sent amemonal from the representatives of the 


lesired to have refer- 


Cherokee nation, which he d 
han Affairs. 


on Inc 
) yt ction was made. 
Whereupon, Mr. H. 


under the rule. 


Mr. JACOB 


red to the Commiuttce 


presented the memorial 


TITOMPSON rose and said, it 


ruld lve 


wi in the recollection of the House, that the 
consideration of the bill to reeulate the trade and 
intereourse with the Indian tribes in the territory 


of Oregon, and to preserve peace and cultivate 
friendship with and ameng the said Indians, had 
been postpone d to this day. 

He moved that its further consideration be post- 
po d until Monday next. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. E. 6. HLOLMES asked leave to offer a res- 
olution, which he desired might be read for infor- 
mation, 

Objected to. 

THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 

It was now half-past eleven o’clock. 

Mr. McK AY, remarking that some time would 
probably yet elapse before a message was received 
from the President of the United States, moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Which motion having been agreed to— 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the 

of New York, in the chair.) 
On motion of Mr McKAY, the committee pro- 

ceeded to the consideration of the following bill: 


Union, (Mr. Gorpon, 


A BILL making appropriations for the support of the Mili- 
tary Academy for the vear ending on the thirtieth June, 
eizhteen hundred and forty-seven. 


Peit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States of sime t in Congress assembled, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropri- 
ated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 


printed, for the support of the Military Academy tor the year 
ending on the thirticth June, eighteen hundred and forty- 


seven: 

For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and musicians, 
seventy-eight th visand nine hundred dollars; 

For commutation of subsistence, five thousand two hun- 


dred and filty-cix dollars; 
For commutation of forage for officers’ horses, two thou- 
sand four hundred dollars ; 


For clothing for their servants, four hundred and twenty 
dollars ; 

For repairs and improvements, fuel and apparatus, for- 
age for public horses and oxen, stationery, printing, and 
other incidental and contingent expenses, twenty thousand 
dollars ; 


For completing the barracks for cadets, fifieen thousand 
dollars. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause. 

Mr. HOPKINS raised the question of order, 
that such a motion was not in order, 

A brief conversation followed on the question of 
order, when 

Mr. SAWYER said it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence to him how he accomplished his object; but 
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and Wisconsin granting franking privileges; which 
bill was read twice, and committed, 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Ordered, That the C 
Aicharved from the consideration of the peution of 


he intended to give his vote in accordance with the | 
motion he had made. He would, however, so 
modify it as to move to strike out the first section 
of the bill. 

Mr. S. said, that after the experience we had 
had within the last few days, he could have very 
little confidence in expending money for any such 
purpose as the keeping up of this institution. 
That was all he had to say. 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL desired to in- 
quire of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means [Mr. MeKay] whether the appropria- 
tions contemplated by this bill were prospective, 
or to pay amounts already due? 

Mr. McKAY. The bill explains itself on its 
face. It makes appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending 
on the 30th June, 1847. 

Mr. SAWYER now indicated a further motion 
to amend, which, however, was not formally re- 
ceived, *‘that hereafter the institution at West 
Point shall be abolished.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN said the question would be 
on the motion to strike out the first section. 

Mr. RATHBUN indicated an amendment, in 
the form of an additional section, which was not 
now in order, but is again hereinafter referred to. 

The question was then taken by tellers on the 
motion of Mr. Sawyer, and the vote stood, ayes 
55, noes JOL. 

So the committee refused to strike out the sec- 
tion. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing item: 

** For clothing for their servants, four hundred 
and twenty dollars. ’’ 

The motion was rejected, 

Mr. J. H. CAMPBELL moved an amendment, 
appropriating two thousand dollars [the reporter 
thinks} to defray the expenses of a board of visit- 
ers. 

Which motion was rejected. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing item: 

‘* For completing the barracks for cadets, fifteen 
thousand dollars.’’ 

Mr. McKAY was understood to say, (though 
quite imperfectly heard,) that Congress had al- 
ready, within the last two or three years, spent 
large sums of money in erecting barracks for the 
accommodation of the cadets. One of the old 
barracks was defective; and it was necessary that 
anew one should be erected; and this sum was 
necessary to complete the buildings already com- 
menced, 

Mr. RATHBUN said he was perfectly in ear- 
nest in submitting this motion, and he would brief- 
ly assign his reasons. He was in favor of abol- 
ishing this institution. The action of this House | 
for sowie time—its action in raising a regiment of 
mounted riflemen, and in directing that the officers 
should be taken from the citizens of the country, 
showed that the feeling against this institution was 
strong in this House and strong in the country. 
Tiis intention was to offer an amendment providing 
that the cadets now in the academy should gradu- 
ate according to law; but that on their graduation, | 
the institution should be abolished. Ifthat amend- 
ment should be agreed to, no more expenditures 
would be required for anything connected with the 
continuance of the institution. The ordinary ap- 
propriations must, of course, be made; but beyond 
that he was not in favor of going. He was in 
favor of allowing the young men now there to 
graduate; and when that is done, he was for wind- 
ing up the institution. 

The question was then taken by tellers, and the 
vote stood, ayes 52, noes 90. 

So the committee refused to strike out the item. 

Mr. RATHBUN now moved, as an additional 
section, an amendment that no cadet should here- 
after be appointed to the said Military Academy; 
and that, as soon as the present cadets should have 
craduated, the said institution should be abolished. 

Mr. SAWYER said he had a few words to say 
on this motion. The time was now come when 
every republican, every honest man, should strike 
for his country. He did not wish to baffle the 
action of the committee, nor of the House, nor of 


the Government; but when he saw such abuses as || 


he believed existed in this institution, he would no 


_ longer be a faithful representative of a free people 


if he did not raise his voice, weak though it might |) 
be, in behalf of the rights of the people. 


GLOB 


|| We are on the eve, (continued Mr.8.,) as 1 | 








May'll, 

! 

e~ 

| lieve, of an important war—a very important war. 
We have been waiting here, in expectation of re. 
ceiving a message from the President of the United 

States, informing us what is going on on our south- 
western frontier. There have been two or three 
propositions in relation to the subject introduced 
into this House within the last few days—one this 
morning. They have all been voted down, under 
the expectation that a message would be received 
from the President, communicating, without the j;- 
tervention of a resolution of the House, whatever 
information was in his possession. It appears to me 
that, under the present circumstances of the case, 
the House ought to be acting upon subjects far 
more important to us as a nation and a people than 
anything we are now engaged in. We are work- 
ing in the dark; we are plodding away at things 
not interesting to us. 

3ut to the facts. Look to the character of the 
news received on Saturday evening. If my will 

could have prevailed, Congress should have been 
in session yesterday, notwithstanding it was the 

Sabbath; and before the sun had set a law should 
have been passed ordering a million of freemen, if 
need be, to be raised and sent on their way to that 
frontier. But instead of that, we are lying on our 
oars; no message from the President, no action on 
the part of Congress; and here we are proposing 

appropriations—proposing to tax the people to the 

amount of thousands of dollars to support an insti- 
tution which is a blight, a mildew, and a curse 
upon the nation. 

What have we heard from the army of occupa- 
tion? The President, as | understand the matter, 
gave the officer at the head of that army power to 
call forth the whole force of the nation to his aid. 
That officer, either because he deemed it inexpe- 
dient to avail himself of that power, or for the 
want of the requisite information, has suffered 
himself to be cut off, as it were; to be surrounded 
by the enemy. ‘Thus stands the case now. And 
here we are, the Representatives of the people, in 
the halls of Congress, delaying our action, and the 
President refusing, I am sorry to say, to send us 
the information necessary to that action. 

Mr. HARALSON here rose, and (turning to 
Mr. Sawyer, and therefore very doubtfully heard) 
was understood to say, that the gentleman was la- 
boring under avery great mistake. There had 
been no delay or negligence on the part of the Pres- 
ident. A message was to be transmitted to both 
Houses of Congress at twelve o’clock; it could not 
have been transmitted earlier, because the Houses 
were not in session yesterday. The despatches 
had been received only on Saturday, late at night. 
Nor had there been any negligence or delay on the 
part of the commander of the southwestern army. 

Mr. SAWYER I am aware of that fact. Lam 
aware that we have been waiting on the action of 
the Senate, and that if that body had not hap- 
pened to be in session to-day, we must have 
waited until to-morrow. You see the organ, as it 
is called. I am bound to say, that I do not see 

| why it is denouncing this House in connexion with 

the Senate for its want of action upon these great 

and important subjects. Let it turn its batteries 

and its denunciations in the proper direction—that 
is, against the Senate—and I shall have no objec- 
tion. What have we been doing? Have we neg- 
lected our duty? No. We have passed all tle 
bills which the President, so far, has asked us to 
pass. And where are these bills now? In the 

Senate. Yet the gentleman desires that we should 

delay still longer. There is a point beyond which 
no republican can be expected to remain silent. 

Mr. HARALSON here rose. His remark was 

not heard by the reporter, but it was understood 
to be a denial of the statement that he, or the com- 
mittee of which he was a member, desired any de- 
lay. On the contrary, he referred to the constant 
efforts that he had made during the session, to 
take up and act on the bills reported by that com- 
| mittee. 
| Mr. SAWYER. I wish the gentleman to keep 
| perfectly cool. [have the floor, and I intend to say 
fearlessly what I believe is right. I do not charge 
the gentleman, nor do I wish to be understood as 
charging the committee of which he is a member, 
with not having done their duty. They have = 
ported bill upon bill; and we have passed every bi 

| which the Executive has asked. I cast no cen- 

sure upon this House; but I do cast censure on the 

| other end of the Capitol. How stands the case 
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now? We have passed the notice. We have passed 
the Oregon jurisdiction bill, We have passed the 
pill which came from the Senate to provide for the 
raising of a regiment of mounted riflemen, and sent 
it back to that body with a small amendment. 
These—all these bills—have been lying at the other 
end of the Capitol for a month, and no action has 
been taken upon them. I say there is not a prom- 
inent measure recommended by the President which 
this House has “8 

Several! voices. hat do you say of the tariff? 

Mr. SAWYER. Weare Sutin wath neglect- 
ing the tariff. If censure is to rest anywhere in 
relation to that matter, which I do not mean to 
charge, it is with the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means; for everybody knows that 
the bill has been reported only a shorttime. I am 
prepared, and I believe this House is prepared, to 
take up that bill at the earliest practicable period, 
and to pass it. Why, then, are we censured? 
Because, I suppose, it will not do to cast the whole 
of the censure on that highly honorable and digni- 
fied body that can sit only three or four days ina 
week. They have time enough to attend to the 
business of their committees. 
in for a portion of the censure. 1 hurl it back. 

A message from the President being now ob- 
served at the centre door— 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested that his col- 
league, [Mr. Sawver,] should yield the floor fora 
motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will do so. I rejoice that 
my voice has been heard, and that it has brought 
a message from the President of the United States. 

The committee then, on motion of Mr. BRINK- 
ERHOFP, rose and reported progress. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 





Yet we are tocome | 


’ 


A message, in writing, was received from the | 
President of the United States, by the hands of J. | 


K. Walker, Esq., his Private Secretary. 


The message, by unanimous consent, was read. 


[See Senate proceedings. 
Mr. 
documents. 


3. DAVIS oe for the reading of the 


Mr. HARALSON said the correspondence was | 
very voluminous; a large portion of it was from | 


our Minister, recently at Mexico, and to read it 


would, perhaps, be delaying the action of the | 


House longer than gentlemen desired. The gen- | 
eral facts of the correspondence had been detailed | 


in the President’s message. He had referred not 
only to the correspondence with the Minister at 
Mexico, but also to the correspondence between 
General Taylor and the department. And as the 
reading would take a considerable time, he (Mr. 
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The question was taken, and the papers were 
ordered to be laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the printing, 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the reading. 

Objected to. 

The SPEAKER put the question, and declared 
the decision of the House to be, that the papers 
should not be read. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
between Mr. SCHENCK and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the reading had been refused, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. L. H. SIMS moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were yeas 116, nays 
69. F : 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, (on the motion to print,) 
After some conversation between Messrs. PRES- 
TON KING, HARALSON, and the SPEAKER— 
Mr. HARALSON (explaining that his object 
was, that such portions of the correspondence as 
might be deemed necessary should be read in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union) 
moved that the papers be taken from the table, and 
referred to that committee. 
Ordered according! y- 
And, after some further conversation, the pre- 
vious question was seconded. The main question 
_ was ordered, and the papers were ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. BRODHEAD indicated, but did not press, 
a motion to print an additional number of copies. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the following bill: 


A BILL to authorize the President of the United States, 
under certain contingencies therein named, to accept the 
services of volunteers, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to resist any attempt which may be made on the 

| part of any foreign nation, to exclusive jurisdiction over any 

| part of the territory of the United States, or any territory in 
dispute between the United States and any foreign Govern- 
ment; as well as also to sustain the rights of the United 
States to, and to repel invasion upon, the said territory ; and 

| for this purpose, to employ the naval and military forces of 
the United States, and such portions of the militia as he may 
deem advisable to call into service. 


\! See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the militia, when 


H.) moved that the message and documents be | 


Jaid on the table. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to say, 
he was not sure but that we knew a good deal of 


the correspondence between Mr. Slidell and the | 


Mexican Government, inasmuch as it had been 


published by that Government. He did not know || 


whether this was that correspondence or not. 


Mr. HARALSON moved that the message and |) 


documents be laid on the table and printed, and he 
demanded pe eo question. 
Mr. G. DAVIS suggested, that at least the cor- 


respondence between General Taylor and the De- | 


partment should be read. 

Mr. HARALSON. I have made my motion. 

A conversation followed on a point of order be- 
tween Mr. SCHENCK, Mr. G. DAVIS, and the 
SPEAKER. 

Mr. SCHENCK called for the reading of the 
documents, which led to a point of order, and an 
appeal by Mr. Scuenck from the decision made 


by the Chair, which decision the House sustained. | 


Mr. DELANO asked the yeas and nays on the | 


motion to lay on the table and print. 
Mr. ASH 


pers. 


The SPEAKER decided that, until the motion 


to lay on the table (which was a privileged mo- |) 


tion) was withdrawn, the gentleman could not 
make a motion for the reading of the papers. 


Mr. RATHBUN submitted that the previous || 


question had been demanded. 
The SPEAKER said yes; but in addition to that, 
the motion to lay on the table was not debatable. 
A conversation followed on a point of order be- 
tween the SPEAKER and Mr. WINTHROP. 
_ Mr. WINTHROP asked a division of the ques- 
tion; which was ordered. 


called into service of the United States by virtue of this 
act, or any other aet, may, if in the opinion of the Presi 
dent of the United States the public intcrest requires it, be 
compelled to serve for a term not exceeding six months after 
their arrival at the place of rendezvous, in any one year, 
unless sooner discharged. 

Sec. 3. 4nd he it further enacted, That in the event of 
actual invasion of the territory of the United States by any 
foreign Power, or if, in the opinion of the President of the 
United States, there be imminent danger of such invasion, 
or of hostilities with any foreign Power, he be, and is here- 
by, authorized, if he deems the same expedient, to call for 
and accept the services of any number of volunteers, not 
exceeding thousand, who may offer their services, 
| either as cavalry, artillery, infantry, or riflemen, to serve 
| six or twelve months after they shall have arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged ; and the said 





alry, their own horses; and, when mustered into service, 
shall be armed and equipped at the expense of the United 
States. 


Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That said volunteers 


shall be liable to be called upon to do military duty only in 
cases such as are mentioned in the first and third sections of 
this act; and when called into actual service, and while re- 
maining therein, shall be subject to the rules and articles of 
war, and shall be, in all respects, except as to clothing and 
| pay, placed on the same footing with similar corps of the 
| United States army; and in lieu of clothing, every non- 
commissioned officer and private in any company, who may 
thus offer himself, shall be entitled, when called into actual 
service, to receive in money a sum equal to the cost of 


|| clothing of a non-commissioned officer or private (a& the 


LUN called for the reading of the pa- | 


case may be) in the regular troops of the United States. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers 
so offering their services shall be accepted by the President 


in the several States and Territories, to which such com- 


panies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments shall respect- | 


ively belong. 
Sec. 6, And he it further enacted, That the President of 


| ize companies so tendering their services into battalions or 
squadrons, battalions and squadrons into regiments, regi- 
ments into brigades, and brigades into divisions, as soon as 
the number of volunteers shall render such organization, in 
his judgment, expedient ; and shall, by and with the advice 
of the Senate, appoint the generals of brigade and division, 
|| and the general staff, as now authorized by law: Provided, 

| however, That major generals and brigadier generals shall 


volunteers shall furnish their own clothes, and, if cav- | 


| in companies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments, whose || 
officers shall be appointed in the manner preacribed by law | 


| the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to organ- | 
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have the appointment of their own aids-de-camp; and the 
President shall, if necessary, apportion the staff, field, and 
general officers among the respective States and Territories 
trom which the volunteers shall tender their services, as he 
may deem proper. 

Sec. 7. edad be it further enacted, That the volunteers who 
mav be received into the service of the United States by virtue 
of the provisions of this act chall be entitled to all the ben- 
efit which may be conferred on persons wounded in the 
service of the United States. 

Sec. 8. tnd be it further enacted, That,in the event of 
either of the contingencies mentioned in the first and third 
sections of this act, the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized forthwith to complete all the 
public armed vessels now authorized by law, and to pur- 
chase or charter, arm, equip, and man such merehant ves- 
sels and steamboats as, upon examination, may be found fit, 
or easily converted into armed vessels fit for the public ser- 
viee, and in such number as he may deem necessary for the 
protection of the seaboard, lake coast, and the general 
detence of the country. 

Sec. 9. wand be it further enacted, That the sum of 
millions of dollars, out of any moneys in the treasury, or to 
come into the treasury, ict otherwise appropriated, be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of carrying 
the provisions of this act into effeet; and that the President 
of the United States be authorized to use the same as soon 
as, in his opinion, the same may become necessary. 

Sec. 10. sland be it further enacted, That, whenever the 
militia or volunteers are called and received into the service 
of the United States, under the provisions of this act, they 
shall have the organization of the army of the United States, 
and shall have the same pay and allowances, except as fol 
lows, to wit: Privates of infantry, artillery, and nflemen 
shall receive eight dollars per month, and privates of vol 
unteer mounted corps twenty dollars per month, for their 
services and the use and risk of their horses. 

Sec. 11. .and be it further enacted, That the several pro 
visious of this act shall be in force for the term of two years 
from the date of the passage thereof, and no longer. 





The bill was read, and considerable conversation 
followed on a call for the reading of the documents. 

The committee, on motion of Mr. BRINKER- 
HOFF, then rose and reported progress. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF offered a resolution to 
close the debate in committee in two hours. 

Mr. DARRAGH moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table, and asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the resolution 
was not laid on the table. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question (on the adoption 
of the resolution) was ordered, 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused; and then the resolution was adopted. 

Whereupon, the House again resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of’ the said bill. 

The reading of certain portions of the documents 
was ordered, and about an hour anda half was 
occupied in the process. 

The reading having been concluded— 

Mr. BRINKERHOFEF (a member of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs) said he had a substi- 
tute for the first section of this bill, which he de- 
sired to be read, and to say a very few words in 
explanation of the object for which he offered it. 

Mr. HARALSON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to state to the committee the amendments 
which I intend to offer from the Committee on 
Military Affairs ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a question of order. 
In the first communication from General Taylor, 
he spoke of the protest of the civil authorities of 
Tamaulipas boric accompanied that paper. Mr. 
G. wished to know if that protest had been read. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that all the papers 
had been read, except those the reading of shia 
had been dispensed with by vote of the House. 


Mr. HARALSON (Mr. Brinkernorr yielded 
the floor) moved to amend the fourth line by stri- 
king out after the word “ attempt,’”’ the words 


‘“which may be made,’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words ** which has been made or shall 
hereafter be made.”’ 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF resumed, and at his re- 
quest the substitute proposed by him for the first 
section was read, as follows: 

«“ Whereas, by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a state of 
war exists between the United States and that Repubtic : 

“« Be it therefore enacted hy the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States be, and he 


, is hereby, authorized, in order to prosecute the same to a 


successful termination, and to resist any attempt which may 
be made on the partof any foreign nation to exclusive juris- 
diction over oon of the territory of the United States, or 
any territory in dispute between the United States and any 
foreign Government, and to sustain the rights of the United 
States to, and to repel invasion upon, said territory, and for 
these purposes toemploy the naval and military forces of the 
United States and such portions of the militia as he may 
deem advisable to call into service.” 
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Mr. ROBERTS wished to give notice of an 
amendment, but it was not received or read at this 
time. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF said it would be seen by 
the committee that the bill, as it now stood, provi- 
ded generally for nothing more than operations 
strictly defensive. It does not (said he) in any 
part of it recognise the existence of war with a 
foreign Government, nor provide for the prosecu- 
tion of a war further than on the occurrence of cer- 
tain contingencies alluded to in the first and third 
secuions, and that onthe principle of operations 
strictly defensive. 

Now, the committee will remember, in the mes- 
save of the President of the United States, read in 
the hearing of the House this morning, there is 
contained a distinct recommendation that the 
tlouse, on its part, not only furnish him with the 
mcans of prosecuting a war against Mexico, but 
also make a distinct recognition of the existence of 
astate of war. My amendment, sir, is proposed 
to supply that deficiency in this bill, inasmuch as 
it recognises the existence of a state of war, and 
nuthorizes its prosecution, 

Now, lL can hardly conceive that any one should 
he so short-siehted as to wish to confine the opera- 
tions of this Government to defensive operations 
alone. It will be expensive; it will be vexatious; 
it will be disastrous; it will be long continued; it 
will have no end; it willenable the enemy to choose 
his point of attack; it will oblige us to cover our 
whole frontier. ‘There will be no opportunity af- 
forded the Exe cutive, by all the means we furnish 
him, to conquer the enemy and conquer peace. It 
will be a second edition of the Florida war, but far 
worse in its results, because prosecuted against a 
more powerful enemy. 

Now, a state of war exists; hostilities have been 


commenced by the Mexican forces; the blood ot 


(American soldiers has been shed; guns have been 
fired; warlike operations are progressing. For my- 
self [hold it to be no part of my duty to inquire 
how this war originated, nor wherefore; whether it 
was the fault of any one here, or of any one con- 
nected with this Government. It is enough for 
me, asa man professing an ordinary share of patri- 
olism and representing a patriotic constituency, to 
know that it exists; and from this state of things, 
to arrive at the conclusion (necessarily, it seems to 
me) that our only course is to conquer peace by a 
vigorous prosecution of the war just commenced. 
If the war of 1812 taught any lesson to this or any 
other nation, it is the folly, the insanity of prose- 
euting atwopenny war. lam in favor of no such 
war. Lanmin favor of prosecuting this war in such 
a manner that our enemy shall be at once crush- 
ed—such a war as should fully, instantly, at once 
bring them to our feet, and compe! the conclusion 
of an honorable peace—a permanent peace. With 
this view, sir, | have offered this amendment, re- 
cognising, in accordance with the express recom- 
mendation of the Executive in this morning’s mes- 
sage, the existence of a war, and authorizing him 
to prosecute it by other measures, if necessary, 
than those of stricly defensive character, 

1 will say, further, that this amendment has been 
offered substanually as it was drawn up by the 
honorable chairman of the committee, [the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs,] to which 1 have the 
honor to belong. It is true that it has not been 
reported by the committee. At the time the com- 
mittee was in session we were to a rreat extent in 
imnoranee of what would be the purport of the Ex- 
ecutive messave, and this amendment has been 
made to conform to the recommendations contain- 
ed in that messave. 

Mr. B. remarking that he did not wish lmnproper- 
ly to aceupy the time of the House when others 
were wishing to speak, and when so little time re- 
mouned for debate; and having thus briefly, but, he 
trusted, plainly, explained the object of the amend- 
ment he had offered, resumed his seat. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH obtained the floor, 
ud gave notice of an amendment which he intend- 
d to offer as a substitute for the first four sections 

of the bill, as follows: 

* Whereas war has been declared and made upon the Uni 
ted States by the Republic of Mexico— 

' Be wf enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
vf tre United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
all the resp n tive countries, governments, citizens, and peo- 
ple of the United Suites and Mexico are in a state of war, 


und ther respective rights and duties with regard to each 


other, and all neutral nations, are to be reguiated accord- 
lagly. 
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“See. 2. Beit further enacted, That the President of the 
United States is authorized and requested to retaliate the 
Mexican invasion, and to take possession and hold as much 
of the Mexican territory as may be in his power, until peace 
be concladed; and that he have authority to accept the ser- 
vices of any number of volunteers not exceeding fifty thou- 
sand, to serve as cavalry, artillery, or riflemen, until the end 
of the war, unless sooner discharged ; and the said volun- 
teers shall furnish their own clothes, and if cavalry, their 
own horses; and when mustered into service, shall be arm 
ed and equipped at the expense of the United States; and 
said volunteers shall, when in actual service, be subject to 
the rules and articles of war, and in all respects, except 
clothing and pay, be placed on the same footing with similar 
corps of the United States army; and in lieu of clothing, 
non-commissioned officers and privates shall receive in mo 
ney a sum of money equal to the cost of such clothing ofthe 
regular troops of the United States.” 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON appealed to Mr. B. 
to allow him to give notice of anamendment, which, 
should the gentleman’s amendment be rejected, he 
should offer. 

Mr. B. yielding, the amendment was read, as 
follows: 

‘* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That war be, and the same is hereby, declared to exist be- 
tween the Republic of Mexico and the United States of 
America and their Territories ; and that the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized to use the whole land 
and naval foree of the United States to carry the same into 
effect.” 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH (resuming) said he 
had no objection to the amendment of Mr. Tuomp- 
son as a substitute for the first section. He had 
drawn the first section with a view to make ita 
positive declaration and acknowledgment of the 
existence of war on the part of this Government. 
He deemed it absolutely necessary to come from 
the Concress of the United States. This bill from 
the Committee on Military Affairs was reported 
long since, and is deficient now, because the war 
has been made. THe agreed entirely with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Brinkernorr,] that war 
should be declared and recognised by this Govern- 
ment, and in most explicit and positive terms. And 
not only that it should be declared, but if it was 
intended to be carried on, that ample means should 
be immediately provided, if we mean to avoid what 
the Duke of Wellington had called the greatest of 
evils—a small war by a great country. We must 
declare war, and compel our enemy to render us 
that justice which she has long refused. He said, 
open wide the gates of war; let the Mexican nation 
know, that not only is the Congress of the United 
States ready to sanction an invasion, but let Con- 
gress authorize and require an invasion on the part 
of the United States, in retaliation of the blood shed 
on the banks of the Rio Grande. 

It was not his desire to occupy the time of the | 
House upon a subject on which other gentlemen | 
were better prepared than himself. He had intro- 
duced this amendment for the purpose of making | 
known and carrying out his views—that war should 
be actually declared, and an invasion required of | 
the Mexican territory by fifty thousand men. 

There was another amendment which he deemed 
essential; he wished provision to be made for ac- 
cepting the services of volunteers to the end of the | 
war. He had seen too much of the evils of a lim- | 
ited and short term for receiving recruits in the 
Florida war and elsewhere; of having men muster- | 
ed into the service and mustered out at the end wi 


three, six, or twelve months, when they had just 
become qualified for service. Let them enter the 
service to remain until the end of the war, and then 
we should show not only the people of this coun- 
try, but the people of Mexico, and the world, that 
we are in earnest. Let us do something, and not 
be perpetually backing, watching, and hoping for 
some good result without putting our shoulders to 
the wheel. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES said he agreed with the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, and he supposed with every 
ventleman on this floor, that we should act vigor- 
ously. But, sir, (said he,) let this country beware 
that she puts herself in no false position before the 
nations of the globe. Sir, the whole point at issue 
now is this: While we are required to raise regi- 
ments, and do what is recommended by the Exec- 
utive, and while we should do it with vigor, shall 
we recognise the absolute existence of war, as pro- 
posed on the one part, or make a declaration of 
war, as proposed on the other? We have not the 
information. I deny, as far as information has 


been communicated to this House, that there has | 
been a declaration of war on the part of Mexico. || 
Have the powers of Mexico declared war? Has 

the Government of Mexico, from their capital, an- | 


/man would object to that. 
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nounced hostilities? If they have, there is war, 


and you need not respond but at the cannon’s 


mouth. But the point is this: We know nothing 
more than that the two armies have come into eo|. 
lision within the disputed territory, and I deny that 
war is absolutely, necessarily, the result of it. Sup- 
pose the Mexican Congress should not recognise 
the conduct of their general, and condemn it, and 
send here a remonstrance, or rather an apology— 


‘is it war?) The invasion hess set of men in any 


capacity is not war. I remember—there are men 
on this floor who remember—all know that our 
frigate, the Chesapeake, was captured in 1807 by 
the frigate Leopard. Was that absolutely war? 
Will any man say that it created war? Does not 
every man know that a national ship is regarded 
by the law of nations as national territory; and that 
actual invasion upon a ship has the same effect of 
the invasion of territory—that it creates, ipso facto, 
war? And is there any necessity for us, in this 
moment of exigency, when we are resolved to sup- 
port the Administration in the vindication of the 
rights of our country and in redress for the blood 
of its citizens—is it necessary for us to take another 
step which can result in no good, and may result 
in much evil ?—which, without producing one sin- 
gle benefit, without imparting nerve or sinews to 
the war, involves an irremediable injury to the 
commerce of the country? If there be no declara- 
tlon of war on our part—if there be none on the 
part of the authoriues of Mexico, let us not pre- 
cipitate the privateers on the ocean, who will be 
considered as pirates without a declaration on the 
one side or the other. 
But if the declaration is to come from one side 
or the other, let us, before it comes, for God’s 
| sake, for the sake of the merchants, of the trade 
and of the property of the country, give our mer- 
chants an opportunity to withdraw their commerce 
from this wide desert of waters, where privateers 
are ready, like Arabs, to spring upon their prey. 
Mr. GENTRY (Mr. ane yielding at his 
request) said he agreed with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Houtmes,] that in all we do 
at present, we should look simply to the defence 
of our country from the invasion which has been 
made, and that war cannot be legitimately made 
by this country, unless it should be declared in the 
/way the Constitution contemplates, by the Con- 
gress of the United States. He was in favor of 
striking out the Ist and 2d sections of the bill. All 
that followed related simply to the furnishing the 
President with the means necessary to defend the 
country from invasion. They could consider the 
propriety of a declaration of war when they had 
more light on this question. If that were neces- 
sary he presumed Congress would authorize it. 
Mr. BOYD (Mr. Homes further yielding) gave 
notice of an amendment, to strike out the Ist sec- 
tion, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“* Whereas by the act of the Republic of Mexico a state ot 
war exists between that Government and the United States: 

“ Be it enacted, &c., That for the purpose of enabling the 
Government of the United States to prosecute said war to 
a speedy and successtul termination, the President be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to employ the militia, naval, and 
military forces of the United States, and to call for and ac- 
cept the services of any number of volunteers not exceeding 
50,000, who may offer their services, either as cavalry, ar- 
tillery, infantry, or riflemen, to serve twelve months after 
they shall have arrived at the place of rendezvous, or to the 
end of the war, unless sooner discharged; and that the sum 
of ten millions of dollars out of any moneys in the Treasury 
or to come into the Treasury not otherwise appropriated be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated for the purpose of car- 
rying the provisions of this act into effect.’ 

Mr. HOLMES (resuming) said there had been 
no motion, no amendment, that does not go to in- 
vest the Executive of the country with adequate 

power to carry this contest between Mexico and 
ourselves to a speedy termination; and no gentle- 
But do not let us, I 
beg, assume that which is not to be assumed, and 
the assumption of which will redound to no benefit 


| one way or another. 


Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and, stating that 
he had an amendment which he thought would ex- 
actly meet the gentlemen’s views, 

Mr. HOLMES yielded. 

Mr. SCHENCK then sent up to the Clerk’s 
table, where it was read in part, the following 


/ amendment, which he gave notice of his intention 
| to offer at the proper time: 


Strike out all after enacting clause, and insert— 


«¢ Whereas it has been communicated to Congress by the 
President of the United States, that this Government is now 
engaged in a war with Mexico, and a call has been made on 
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phennpy: 3 SRA HIN 08 he yous of Mr. RHETT (continuing) said the President 
rit 


aeveas Congress is informed that, in a war thus com. did not ask them to declare war; and when he 
weed, tosses Lave occurred to the army of the United used the word ‘* war,’’ he used it synonymously 
menced, . . 


Congress for me. 
the United States; @ 


wiatem, employed by the President on the bank of the river with a state of hostilities. If he had wanted them 
a Norte, and that such army, if not already lost, is in an 
orte, @ 


oon ; o declare wi thy » not reco end to the 
nosed and perilous situation, and requires immediate and : : ; lare — oe ™ hy did he not recommend t - 
coeds relief and reinforcement: Therefore, to declare it? 
ie He it enacted, §c., That while Congress will not sanction A state of war could only be created by the 


approve the forcible occupation, under the orders of the , Congress of the United States, or by the Govern- 
Preadent of the United States, of territory between the riv- ? 


Nueces and Del Norte, by the armed forces of the United ment of Mexico. A state of hostilities might exist 
State nor of any hostilities which have been carried on by | by the action of the Executives of the two nations, 
Stiles, 3 : 


der of the President against the Government or people of || The President of the United States might put the 
Me xico, yet to enable the President ot the United States to country in a state of hostility, but not in a state 
-jieve and extricate the army of the United States from the J 


von in Which it has become involved, and to prevent | Of War, without rendering himself liable to im 
y invasion or encroachments upon the territory of this peachment; in other words, he could not declare 
Voion, and to protect and defend, to the fullest extent, the |) war, 


citizens and people of the United States, as far as the same He was willing to vote all he understood the 
may be in any way affected or endangered by hostilities z ee cieerh a nant ene 
with Mexico, the President is hereby authorized in addition President to require—money to any amount, anc 


to all the present military and naval forces of the United | men inany numbers. But he was not willing that 
suites, to call for and accept the services of any number of |) gyr commerce should be exposed to the pirates of 
yoluuteers not exceeding fifty thousand, who may offer 


: \ : ations, in a contest with a nation which has no 
their serviees, either as cavalry, artillery, infantry, or rifle- all nations, in i ntest with a nation " 
men, to serve six months, or twelve months, or two years, |; Commerce at all. ; . 

a< the President in his diseretion may think best, who shall Mr. HARALSON said, amidst the excitement 


be mustered into service, and armed and equipped at the around him, he desired to be cool. The amend- 
expeuse of the United States ; provided only, that said vol- 


ynteers shall furnish their own clothes ; and, if cavalry, their || Ments which he was instructed by the Committee 
own horees. '/on Military Affairs to make, were few, as it was 
“Src. 2. “nd be it further enacted, That for the same pur- || believed the original bill, with slicht alterations, 
poses, the President is authorized to call into the service of would amply provide for the exigency. We want 
the United States, and to employ such portions of the militia aa oe Drom 309 Ani 
as he may think necessary. volunteers; so said the President, so said the com- 
«(Sections 2d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and Lith of || mander of our forces on the Rio Grande. The bill 
the bill (one or two of them slightly modified) follow. was originally framed with an eye to the probable 
Mr. HOLMES (resuming and concluding) said || wants of the service in that quarter, as well as 
he would state to the gentleman from Ohio, that s» || elsewhere. The committee had directed him to 
far from wishing to delay action, he considered || move to fill one of the blanks with the number of 
there were two things distinct from each other, to || fifty thousand men, or any less number which the 
wit: the first, immediate action, and the other, re- | President, in his discretion, might deem necessary 
lection. He was for acting where action was | to settle the affair with Mexico. ‘To fill the other 
required, and for reflection where reflection was || blank, he was instructed to move the sum of 
required. Now action was required instantly. He || $10,000,000, which, it was believed, would be am- 
was for putting at the disposal of the Government || ple for all purposes, if the war should be prose- | 
the means it demands. It was his intention to 


separate the immediate furnishing supplies from || we trust, will characterize its action. 


the consideration of the declaration of war; and | Gentlemen (said Mr. H.) have been pleased to 


} 
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for that purpose, while the Committee on Military | allude to our commerce, and ask us not to make a | 


Affairs had very properly taken into their hands || declaration of war, because, perchance, some of 
the necessity of immediate action, and immediate || our merchants may be injured. Would gentle- 
supply, he would move hereafier at the proper time |} men have us delay on that account? Which calls 
to refer the subject of declaration of war to the || most loudly upon us, the dollars of our merchants | 
Committee on Foreign Relations, who could dis- || or the blood of our people shed upon the Rio 
css it themselves, and communicate to the House || Grande? That blood cries aloud upon us for 
all the facts, when we could determine the question || prompt, speedy, and definite action—action which 
withthe solemnity which the gravity of the occa- || shall show ina manner not to be misunderstood that 
sionsrequires, and vindicate to all nations our) we intend to maintain all our rights, and that we 
promptitude of action, and our calmness of reflec- || will take redress for the invasion of our territory 
tion. ‘;}and for the blood of American citizens, shed on 
Mr. RHETT said his purpose in rising was || American soil. It is immaterial whether you for- 
simply to draw a distinction, which it appeared to || mally declare war or not. If the war exists as we 
him had not been drawn upon the question under || are formally told, not only by our own Govern- 
consideration by any gentleman who had address- || ment, but by the manifesto of the Mexican gen- 
ed the committee. The power to declare war was || eral, men and money are the articles needed. No 
in Congress; the President of the United States, || lancuaze which you may use can chance the facts | 
technically speaking, has no right to make war; || or make a war without men and money: nor will 
and if he does, he is impeachable for it. He has || your withholding such a declaration prevent it. 
not made war; he does not recommend us to make || The power to defend is given in the bill, and the | 
war. Not a state of war exists, but a state of hos- || known rules of warfare would authorize the Exec- 
tilities exists. ‘There isa state of hostility exist- || utive to weaken the encmy by cutting off his sup- 
ig between us and the Mexican nation. The || plies. For these purposes you may go into the 
Mexican nation can declare war, and the people || enemy’s country. And who is there who would 
of the United States in Congress assembled can | not give the Executive that power when the Mex- | 
declare war; but the Executive of neither nation || ican army is coming into our territory, killing our 
lias the power to declare war, or put their nation || people, and cutting off our supplies ? After the | 
into a state of war. The President has the right || Mexican army have become the aggressors, who | 
to repel invasion; and in doing this, he may follow || would prevent our army from going down upon | 
the enemy at any distance beyond our border, so | the coast and intercepting their supplies and their | 
as effectually to protect our border and our people. | army? Sir, if energetic measures be not pursued, 
The President can do this, but he can never make || even to the penetrating into the Mexican territory, 
war, nor could he issue letters of marque and re- || if necessary, the Executive would justly subject 
prisal, ‘These powers are expressly given to Con- || himself to censure. The facts have been submit- 
gress. He cannet jeopard our commerce on the || ted to us by the President in the communication just 
ocean by rendering it amenable to seizure; he can- ) 
not conquer Mexico, unless he is authorized to do || sneak the truth, and do our duty to our country? 
so by the Congress declaring war. This distinction, | There is but one course to pursue; that is to strike 
Mr. R, conceded, was exceedingly important. for our country—to send men without delay to 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL interposed, and said he || the aid of those already there, ard sustain our 
should like to inquire of the gentleman from South | rights and our honor. Promptness of action is | 


} 


Carolina if the President would have power to || needed both here and there. 
blockade a port? || The Chairman’s hammer here fell, and the com- 
Mr. RHETT said the President of the United || mittee, in pursuance of the order of the House, | 
States, although he used the word “ war,” in | proceeded to vote. 
speaking of our relations with Mexico, had not Some conversation followed on a question of 
asked us to declare war, but only to repel invasion, | order. 
and to go as far as necessary for that purpose. | The question was first on the amendment of Mr. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF (interposing) said the | Hararson, to insert in the first section the words 
resident distinctly requested Congress to recog- | ** which have been or which shall hereafter be.’’ 
use the existence of a state of war. ‘| Mr. BURT moved that the committee rise, (re- 


cuted by the Government with that energy which, | 


-read. Shall we falter and delay, or act promptly, |! 
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marking, that if it were not out of order, he would 
be glad to assign his reasons for the motion.) 

‘The committee, by ayes 80, noes 96, refused to 
rise. 

And the amendment of Mr. Haratson was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BURT moved to amend the first section, 
by striking out the words “on the part of every 
foreign nation,’’ and inserting “by the Govern- 
ment of Mexico.” 

Mr. HILLIARD suggested a modification, to 
strike out the words ** exclusive jurisdiction over,” 
and insert ** invade.’’ 

Mr. BURT did not accept the suggestion. 

And the amendment, by ayes 49, noes not count- 
ed, was re jected. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved the following addition to 
the first section; which was rejected, 

“Whereas a state of war exists between the Re public ot 
Mexico and the allies thereof, and the United States of 
America and their Territories 

*“ Be it enacted, That the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized to use the whole land and naval foree of 
the United States to carry the same into etfeet; and te issue 
to private armed vessels of the United States commissions, 
or letters of marque and general reprisal, in such form as 
he shall think proper, and under the seal of the United 


States, against the vessels, goods, and effeets of the Govern 
ment of said Republie of Mexico, and the people and allies 
thereof.”’ 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend the section in 
the 9th line, after the word ** territory,’’ by insert- 
ing *fand to cause the territory of such nation to 
be invaded.”’ Rejected, 

Mr. DOUGLASS, (to test, he said, the sense 
of the committee,) moved to strike out certain 
portions of the first section, so as to make it read 
as follows: 

‘*That the President of the United States be, 
and he is Hereby, authorized to employ the naval 
and military forces of the United States, and such 
portions of the militia as he may deem advisable 
to call into service, for the vigorous prosecution of 
the war now existing between this country and 
Mexico.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS moved to amend the 
section in the 4th line, by adding, ** for the vigor 
ous prosecution of hostilities now existing between 
this country and Mexico.”’ 

Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the word * hostilities,’’ and 
inserting ** war.’”’ 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order, 
a proposition to that effect having just been re- 
jected. 

And then the amendment of Mr. Davis was re- 
jected. 


Mr. E. B. HOLMES offered the following 


/ amendment; which, by yeas &, noes 122, was re- 


jected. 


«“ Provided that the provisions of this (the first) section do 
not, nor shall they be deemed to, apply to that portion of 
the country west and south of the river Nueces, except so 
far as to withdraw, and, if need be, to rescue, our army 
from the region of the Rio Grande.” 


Mr. CHIPMAN offered the following subsii- 


| tute amendment, which was rejected: 


“Be it enacted, &e., That whereas the existing Govern 
ment of Mexico has, by an open and avewed act of he- 
tility violated American soil, and wantonly and unprovok 
edlv shed the blood of American citizens: Therefore war 


is hereby expressly declared by this Government against 


Mexico; and the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is, authorized to employ the naval and military forces 
of the United States, and such portions of the militia as he 
mav deem advisable to call into service, for the efficient 
prosecution of such war.’ 


Mr. E. H. EWING offered the following amend- 
ment; which was rejected: 

Strike ont all after the word “ that,”’ in the second line of 
the first section, down to the word “to,” in the ninth line, 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“In consideration of the relations existing between this 
Government and the Government of Mexico, and in con 


| sideration of the recent collision that has taken place he- 


tween the armies of Mexico and the United States on the 
Rio Bravo del Norte, the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized.” 


Mr. McCLERNAND offered a preamble, (of 
which the reporter has not a copy,) that war be 
declared to exist between the republic of Mexico 


‘and the United States; which, by ayes 37, noes 


not counted, was rejected. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH now accepted as his 
own, and offered the substitute proposition of Mr. 
Jacos Tuompson (given above.) 

Not now in order. 

The question was then taken on the proposed 


e 
} 
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for the first section. 

And the vote stood, ayes 80, noes 82. 

So the substitute was re jected, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON now proposed the 
substitute heretofore introduced by him, which, by 
ayes 40, noes not counted, was rejected. 

Vr. BAKER offered a substitute for the first 
section, (of which the repdrter has not a copy.) 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL (with a view to ma- 
turer consideration) moved that the committee rise. 
Rejected. 

And the substitute of Mr. Baker was rejected. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Boyp’s 
substitute for the first section, (it having been first 
80 modified, on the suggestion of Mr. Grau AM, a8 
to provide that the term of service should be twelve 
months, &c.) 

‘The vote stood, ayes 92, noes 76. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. BRINKERHOFP, the third 
section was so amended as to make it conform to 
the other part of the bill as it now stood. 

On motion of Mr, B., the fourth section was so 
amended as to strike out the words ** be liable to 
be called upon to do military duty only in cases 
such as are mentioned in the first and third sec- 
tions of this act.’’ 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the sixth section 
by striking out all after the word * expedient. ”’ 
Rejected 

On motionof Mr. BRINKERHOFP, the eighth 
section was so amended as to strike out the words 
‘‘in the event of either of the contingencies men- 
tioned in the first and third sections of this act.”’ 

On motion of Mr. B., the ninth section was 
stricken out, having been first so amended, on 
motion of Mr. HAMLIN, as to fill the blank with 
ten millions of dollars. 

(‘The object of the striking out the section was 
to make it conform to the bill as it now stood.] 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved to amend | 


the tenth section by increasing the pay of privates 
of infantry, artillery, and riflemen, from $3 to $10 
per month, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked for tellers; which 
were ordered. 

And the vote being taken, stood—ayes 88, noes 
30. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DELANO offered the following addition to 
the eleventh section; which was rejected by ayes 
» 


<i, noes 97: 


* Provided that nothing herein contained shall be consid- 
ered as approving the conduct of the President in taking 
armed ocenpation of any territory lying between the river 
Nueces and the Rio Del Norte, and claimed by Mexico as 
never having constituted part of the Province of Texas 
during the time that Texas constituted part of the Mexican 
Republic.” 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, the eleventh sec- 
tion was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON (on leave) the 
seventh section was amended by the insertion of 
the words ** who shall be wounded or otherwise 
disabled.” 

Mr. SCHENCK offered the substitute for the 
bill, (above given,) which was rejected. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the 
committee rose and reported the bill and amend- 
ments to the House. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in its amendments, and ordering the bill 
to a third reading— 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

The amendments of the committee not herein- 
after more particularly mentioned, were concurred 
in without a division. 


On concurring in the substitute amendment of 


Mr. Boyo, 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

After some conversation on a point of order, 
the question was taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, At- 
kinson, Baker, Bell, Benton, James Black, James A. Biack, 
Bowlia, Boyd, Brinkerhotf,Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Mil- 
ton Brown, William G. Brown, John H. Campbell, Cath- 
cart, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Clirke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Culiom, Cummins, 
Daniel, Darragh, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, 
Faran, Fiecklin, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Graham, Grover, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, 
Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Hungerford, James 
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substitute (as above given) of Mr. Brinxernorr 8B. Hunt, Charies J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joseph || 


| Cranston, Cummin, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, Delano, Dil- | 


Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, | 
Preston King, Leib, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, | 
Maclay, MeClean, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, 
Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. | 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Phelps, Pol- 
lock, Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, | 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, | 
Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, Thur- | 
man, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Wick, Yell, and Young—123. 
NAYS—Mesars. Abboit, John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, 
Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Blanchard, Buffington, Burt, | 
William W. Campbell, Carroll, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, | 
Garrett Davis, Delano, Dockery, Dunlap, John H. Ewing, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giddings, Grider, Grinnell, Ham- 
lin, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Hotmes, 
Isaac E. Holmes, John W. Houston, Edmund W, Hubard, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hunter, Daniel P. King, 
Thomas B. King, Lewis, McGaughey, McHenry, MclIl- 
vaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Rhett, John A. || 
Rockwell, Root, Schenck, Seddon, Severance, Alexander 
D. Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Ste- | 
phens, Stewart, Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, | 
Toombs, Vance, Vinton, Winthrop, Woodward, and Yan- 


cey—67 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

On concurring in the amendment of Mr. Rev- | 
BEN CHAPMAN, raising the pay of the infantry, | 
&c., from eight dollars to ten dollars— 

Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Baker, Bell, 
Benton, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, 
Butfington, Burt, William W. Campbell, John H. Camp 
bell, Carroil, Catheart, John G. Caapman, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, Cullga, Culver, Dar- 
gan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Doaglass, Dunlap, 
E isall, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Garvin, Gentry, 
Gordoa, Graham, Grider, Hampton, Haralson, Harper, Hen- 
ley, Herrick, Hoge, Elias B. Holines, George 8. Houston, 
Charles J. lugersoli, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Thomas Builer King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, MeClernand, McConnell, 
Josepa J. McDowell, James McDowell, McHenry, Mcll- 
vaine, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Pettit, Pollock, Price, 
Ramsey, Relte, Ritter, John A. Rockwell, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Leonard H. Sims, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, 
Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Towns, Treadway, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wood- | 
ruff, Woodward, Yell, and Young—!101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Join Quincey Adams, Stephen Adams, | 
Ashinun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, James | 
A. Black, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Collin, | 


> 


lingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Ellsworth, John H. | 
Ewing, Faran, Foot, Fries, Giddings, Goodyear, Grinnell, 
Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hilliard, Hopkins, Hough, || 
John W. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub- | 
bard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, An- 
drew Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Ligon, McClelland, McGaughey, McKay, Marsh, Miller, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Pendleton, Phelps, Rath- | 
bun, Reid, Rhett, Roberts, Scammon, Seddon, Severance, 
Alexander D. Sims, Truman Smith, St. John, Strong, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Vanee, Vinton, Wheaton, 
Wick, Winthrop, and Yancey—83. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading || 
now; and having been read a third time by its title, | 
and the question being ‘‘ Shall this bill pass?”’ 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous | 
question; which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now | 
taken. 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL asked the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered. 


|| 
Mr. GARRETT DAVIS rose and said: Mr. || 


Speaker, Lask the House to excuse me from voting 
on the passage of this bill, and 1 will assign very | 
briefly my reasons. 

This is a measure, directly and indirectly, of very 
great importance, and yet no opportunity, not a |) 
single moment, has been allowed any Whig of this 
House to say one word upon it. So far as it can 
operate upon the fate of the gallant General and 
his little army upon the Del Norte, there is no need | 
for such unparalleled haste in urging a measure of || 
its character through this body. He is on a fron- || 
tier three thousand miles distant. In the exercise |! 
of a discretionary power vested in him by the || 
Executive, he has made a requisition on the Gov- |! 
ernors of the neighboring States for ten thousand |! 
troops. At this moment, the destiny of General ‘| 
Taylor and his gallant band is sealed, and I doubt || 
not that ere now the prompt succor which he has || 
received from the States contiguous to the theatre || 
of his operations has given him such force he has | 
beaten back the enemy, and that his victorious ] 


| standard at this moment floats over Matamoras. \| ' 
|| Whatever it is, his fate is now sealed, and anything || how much money and how many men the prese? 
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/we may now do will be too late to influence 
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There could, then, be no valid objection to giye : 
day to the consideration of this bill, and no person 
would desire more. But the haughty and domi. 


, hating majority will not allow now this much. 


But, Mr. Speaker, I have an objection to the 
preamble of the bill. It recites that war exists be 
tween the United States and Mexico, and that this 


_war was begun by Mexico. That informal wa; 


exists between the two countries is undeniable- but 
that Mexico commenced it is utterly untrue, ond i 
object to the preamble because it sets forth so ho!4 
a falsehood. I am decidedly, strongly, in favor of 
the appropriation of the money, and Of the raisins 


c . 2 . ising 
of the forces for which the bill provides. For thes. 


| purposes, it is sufficient for me that our country js 


at war, be it formal or informal, whether beouy \yy 
Mexico or our own Government. I require only 
to know that our army is in danger, and wheth:; 
it be in the territory of the United States or Mexico. 
I] am ready to vote men and money even to the 1. 
most resources of the country for the rescue. |f 
the war be wrongful, at a more convenient season 
I would hold them responsible who made it. By: 
I protest solemnly against defiling this measyy 


| with the unfounded statement that Mexico beeay 


this war. That position is not necessary to ey: 
this bill any possible effect. It could have been as 
well omitted, and, had it been rejected, | doubt not 
the bill would receive the unanimous vote of th: 
House. But that was not the object of its authors 
Their purpose was to make the W higs vote against, 
or force them to aid in throwing a shelter over the 


| Administration, by voting fora bill which set forth 


that this needless and unexpected war was cuom- 
menced by Mexico. 

Sir, if the bill contained any recitation upon that 
point in truth and justice, it should be that this wa: 


| was begun by the President. The river Nueces is 


the true western boundary of Texas. The coun- 
try between that stream and the Del Norte is part 
ot Mexico; and that Power had people and estab- 
lishments in it. Months ago the President, of |iis 
own will, orders General Taylor and his army to 


| take post at Corpus Christi, on the west bank of 


the Nueces, where they remained until a consider 
able time after the beginning of this session of 
Congress. In March last, under the positive or- 


|ders of the President, he moves through the dis- 
_ puted country upon the Del Norte. The Mexican 


authorities meet him at several points with th: 
declaration that he has invaded their country, and 
with protests against the aggression. ‘They warn 
him that unless he retires east of the Nueces, he 


| will be deemed to be making war upon Mexico, 
and they will resort to force. He refers to the posi- 


tive orders of the Executive, and in the execution 


_ of them he presses on to Matamoras; strongly for- 
| tifies a position overlooking the city, and mounts 


a battery of cannon within three hundred yards of 
it, bearing upon its public square, and from whence 
he could, in a few hours, batter itdown. He then 
blockades the port of Matamoras, orders off Eng- 


‘lish and American vessels, and directs the cap- 


ture of a Spanish schooner. The Mexican coti- 
mander treats all these as acts of war; and, on the 
25th of April, General Taylor is informed, by « 
messenger from the Mexican camp, that hostli- 
ties exist, that the Mexicans will prosecute them 
according to the usages of civilized nations. That 
night a detachment of the Mexican army crosses 


|| the Rio Grande, General Taylor sends outa scoull- 


ing party to reconnoitre, which attacks the Mex 


| cans, and is defeated and captured by the Mex: 
| cans, and thus war is raging in bloody earnestness 


It is our own President who began this war. 


| has been carrying it on for months in a series © 
‘acts. Congress, which is vested exclusively >y 


the Constitution with the war-making power, he 
has not deigned to consult, much less to ask it for 
any authority. Now, forsooth, when it has un- 
expectedly broke forth in bloody reverses, @ pos 
tion must be taken by the friends of the Preside" 
in Congress to protect him by charging Mexico 
with being the author of the war; and he, in cold 
blood, teaches others to sacrifice a brave and ve 
eran officer, whenever it may become necessary ” 
cover his mistakes and incompetency. __ ; 

[have yet another objection to this bill. A 
that is proposed to be voted by this bill is to 
trusted to him. . me 
is our Commander-in-Chief, our Generalissime 
army and navy. He knows, or ought to know, 











He is to conduct this war. He 
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exigency requires; and yet he has not named any — 


sum or any number of troops, as has been inva- 
riably the usage in such cases by all former Pres- 
idents. He leaves us to act upon our information 
and judgment in the premises. Are we to under- 
stand that he abandons the responsibilities and 
duties as President and Commander-in-Chief in 
the conduct of this war? Does he intend to be 
understood by Congress as saying to them, (what 
must be now apparent to the whole nation,) ‘I 
am unequal to the high position which I occupy. 
| know not how to advise you as to the amount of 
money and the number of men you must raise to 
rescue the military renown of the country from 
the passing cloud which now covers it. In this 
important matter you must assume my duties and 
my responsibilities, and adopt the necessary meas- 
ures to vindicate the suffering honor of the nation?”’ 
if this be the position of the President, he has ex- 
hibited more good sense in assuming it than in 
all the acts of his Administration besides; if it be 
not, he exhibits his usual reprehensible secre- 
tiveness. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the essence of this measure is 
the supplies. ‘They will all be required before the 
nation gets out of this difficulty. 1 will vote for 
the supplies of the bill with hearty alacrity, at the 
same lume protesting against its falsehoods. Since 
the play has begun, 1 am for fighting Mexico on 


our soil, on hers, everywhere, until we drive her | 
across the Rio Grande, and retrieve our ancient re- | 


nown. I am then for withdrawing our army to 


the east side of the Nueces, and then settling by | 
treaty all our points of dispute with that weak and | 


distracted country upon the most liberal terms, 
Mr. DAVIS was repeatedly interrupted and 
called to order, but the Chair declined to pronounce 


him out of order, ull, having proceeded some time, 
he was called to order by— 


| appropriated, tor the purpose of carrying the provisions of 


Mr. DOUGLASS, who said the reasons Mr. | 


Davis was giving might be, in his own view, ver 


good reasons why he should vote against the bill, 


but not why he should be excused from voting. 


The CHAIR ruled that, according to the usage | 


of the House on similar cases, Mr. Davis must be 


suflered to give his own reasons as he thought fit. | 
From this decision Mr. BRINKERHOFF took | 


an appeal. 


Mr. EWING, of Pennsylvania, demanded the 


yeas and nays; which, being ordered and taken, 
resulted in sustaining the decision of the Chair, by 
yeas 112, nays 72. 

Mr. DAVIS having proceeded— 


Mr. HENLEY called him to order, and the Chair | 


ruled him to be out of order. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF objected to his proceed- 
ing, and insisted on the rule im the case. 

Mr. DAVIS thereupon withdrew his request for 


leave to be excused from voting, and said he should 
vote for the bill. 


Mr. BAYLY rose and said: 


Mr. Speaker: | ask to be excused from voting. 1| 


I cannot vote in silence, without placing myself in | 


a false position. I consider this bill virtually a 
declaration of war, made without Executive recom- 
mendation; for I do not understand the message, 
from hearing it read, as recommending a declara- 
tion of war, and made, too, when we do not know 
that the invasion of our territory and the aggres- 
sive acts are sanctioned by the Mexican Govern- 


ment. They may yet be disavowed, and repara- | 
J am unwilling, therefore, at this ume, | 


tion made. 


and under the circumstances, to vote for a declara- 
tion of war. 


1 am anxious to vote such supplies of men and 
money as will afford succor to our army, and repel 
the invasion. I must, as I am now situated, decline 
to do this, or vote for the bill before the House. I 
shall vote for the bill, if not excused, as I can 
never withhold supplies, under the circumstances, 
as the greater evil. Mr. B. then withdrew his 
request to be excused. 

The question, ‘* Shall this bill pass?’ was then 
taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Anderson, Ar- 
noid, Atkinson, Baker, Barringer, Bedinger, Bayly, Beil, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Blanchard, 


Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, 
Milton Brown, William G. B 


John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Cnapman, Reuben Chap- 


man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cro- | 
zier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel “i Darragh, Garrett | 
illingham, Dobbin, | 


Davis, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, 
Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, 


: rown, Buffington, Burt, Wil- | 
liam W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, | 
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Erdman, John H. Ewing, Rdwin H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, 


Foot, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, 
Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, Join W. Houston, G. 8. 
Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hungertord, J. B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Charles J. Jugersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Joues, Kennedy, P. King, 
Thomas Butler King, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeCleiland, MecClernand, 
McConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, Me- 
Gaughey, McHenry, McKay, Marsh, John P. Martin, Bark- 


ley Martin, Miller, Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, | 


Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pollock, Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Reite, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Sawtelle, Saw 
yer, Seaminon, Schenck, Seddon, Alex. D. Sims, Leonard 
H. Sims, Simpson, Truman Sinith, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. 
John, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, Tredway, ‘Trumbo, 
Vintou, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Winthrop, Woudruff, 
Woodward, Yancey, Yell, and Young—174. 

NAYS—Messrs. Join Q. Adams, Ashmun, Cranston, 
Culver, Delano, Giddings, Grinnell, Hudson, D. P. King, 
Root, Severance, Suohm, Tilden, and Vance—14. 


So the bill was passed in the following form, viz: 


Whereas, by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a state of 
war exists between that Government aud the United Stites : 

Be it enucted by the Senate und House of Representatives 
of the United States of Ame:icu in Congress assembled, That, 
for the purpose of enabling the Government of the United 
States to prosecute said war to a speedy and successful ter- 
mination, the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
employ the militia, naval, and military forces of the United 
States, aud to call forand accept the services of any number 
of volunteers, not exceeding filly thousand, who may offer 
their services, either as cavalry, artillery, or riflemen, to 
serve twelve months after they shall have arrived at the 
place of rendezvous, or to the eud of the war, unless sooner 
discharged; and that the sum of ten millions of dollars out 
of any moneys in the Treasury, or to come into the 'Treas- 
ury, Hot otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, 


this act into effect. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enected, That the militia, when 
cajled into the service of the United States by virtue of this 
act, or any other act, may, if in the opinion of the President 
of the United States the public interest requires it, be com- 


pelled to serve for a term not exceeding six montis, after | 
their arrival at the place of rendezvous, in any one year, | 


unless sooner discharged. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers 
shall furnish their own clothes, and if cavalry, their own 
horses ; and when mustered into service shall be armed and 
equipped at the expense of the United States. 

Sec. 4, And be it fwther enucted, Tuat said volunteers 


shall, when called into actual service, and while remaining | 


therein, be subject to the rules and articles of war, and shall 


be in all respects, except us to clothing and pry, placed on || 


the same footing with similar corps of the United States 


Army; and in licu of clothing every non commissioned officer | 


and private, in any company, who may thus offer himself, 
shali be entitled, when called into actual service, to receive 
in money a sum equal to the cost of clothing of a non-com- 
missioned oflicer or private (as the case may be) in the reg- 
ular troops of the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers 
so offering their services shall be accepted by the President 


in companies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments, whose | 


officers shail be appointed in the manner prescribed by law 
in the several States and Territories to which such com- 
panies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments, shall respect- 
ively belong. 


Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That the President of 


the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to orga- 
nize companies so tendering their services into battalions or 


| squadrons; battalions and squadrons into regiments; regi 


ments into brigades; and brigades into divisions, as soon us 


the number of volunteers shail render such organization, in || 


his judgment, expedient; and shall, by and with the advice 


| of the Senate, appoint the generals of brigade and division, 
, and the general staff, as now authorized by law: Provided, 


however, ‘That major generals and brigadier generals shall | 


| have the appointment of their own aids-de camp, and the 


President shall, if necessary, apportion the staff, field, and | 


general officers among the respective States and ‘Territories 


may deem proper. 
Sec. 7. Ant be it further enacted, Thatthe volunteers who 


| may be received into the service of the United States by 


I do not think such a declaration ne- | 
cessary tomeet the emergency. On the other hand, | 


virtue of the provisions of this act, and who shall be wound- 
ed or otherwise disabled in the service, shall be entitled to 
all the benefit which may be conferred on persons wounded 
in the service of tie United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacte?, That the President of the 


| United Staies be, and he is hereby, authorized forihwith to 


| from which the volunteers shall tender their services, as he | 
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A motion was made to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill had been passed; and the question 
being taken under the operation of the previous 
question, the vote was not reconsidered. 

The bill was then ordered to be sent to the 
Senate. 

RANK AND FILE OF THE ARMY. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House 
took up the bill to increase the rank and file of the 
army, and concurred in the amendments made 
thereto by the Senate. [See Senate proceedings. | 

And then, at a very late hour, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 12, 1846. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, informing the Senate that the House 
had concurred in the Senate’s amendment to the 
bill providing for the increase of the army of the 
United States. 

The following bill was received from the House 
of Representatives: “An act providing for the 
prosecution of the existing war between the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico.” 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. . 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the reading of the en- 
tire bill, and the bill was accordingly read. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the prior orders 
of the day, for the purpose of proceeding, at once, 
to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said, he hoped, at 
least, one day would be allowed to those who were 
to vote upon this bill, as an opportunity to consult 
the documents which had been submitted to the 
Senate by the Executive, as containing the ground 
on which the bill was to pass. It was a bill amount- 
ing to a declaration of war. Mr. C. had no objee- 
tion whatever to voting the amount of supplies con- 
tained in the bill, or even a greater amount; but he 
was at present unprepared to vote anything which 
amounted to a declaration of war. ‘The question 
was one of great magnitude, and gentiemen who 
entertained doubts respecting the facts on which the 
bill was founded, or in regard to the necessity or 
re of a declaration of war, should certainly 
1ave some short time allowed them for reflection. 
He was not opposed to the bill in many of its fea- 


‘tures; all he asked was that the gentlemen who had 


charge of it would afford him a little time to exam- 
ine the documents accompanying the President’s 
message, which had been ordered to be printed, 
but were not yet in possession of the Senate. 

He asked that the first section of the bill be 


again read, and it was read accordingly. 


Mr. BERRIEN asked if he rightly understood 


| the motion of the Senator from Ohio to be, to post- 


pone the prior orders for the purpose of consider- 
ing the bill at this time? Did he rightly under- 
stand this to be the purport of the motion of the 
Senator ? 

The CHAIR. You are right. 

Mr. BERRIEN inquired if the bill had been 
read a second time. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. He had 
heard no objection. 

Mr. ALLEN, chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, stated that the intelligence in 


regard to the existing state of affairs on the banks 


|| of the Rio del Norte had not arrived in this city 


complete all the public armed vessels now authorized by | 


| law, and to purchase or charter, arm, equip, and man such 


merchant vessels and steamboats as, upon examination, 


aed 


may be found fit, or easily converted into armed vessels fit | 


for the public service, and in such number as he may deem 


necessary for the protection of the seaboard, lake coast, and | 


the general defence of the country. 

Sac. 9. dnd be it further enacted, That, whenever the 
militia or volunteers are cailed and received into the ser- 
vice of the United States under the provisions of this act, 
they shall have the organization of the army of the United 
States, and shall have the same pay and allowances, except 
as foliows, to wit: Privates of infantry, artillery, and rifle- 
men shall receive ten dollars per month, and privates of 
volunteer mounted corps twenty dollars per month, for their 
services and the use and risk of their horses. 


And its tithe was so amended as to read * An 


| act providing for the prosecution of the existing 
| war between the United States and the Republic of 


Mexico.”’ 


until Saturday evening at five o’clock. It was of 
such a nature that a Government of any other 
form than ours would have required a force to be 
despatched and means taken to rescue our army 
from its perilous condition within an hour after 
the reception of the despatches; but ours was a 
constitutional Government, under which Congress 
alone could declare war, and nothing decisive could 
be done in the case before Monday morning, when 
Congress should meet. The obstacle occasioned 
by this delay had now been removed. Congress 


| had met, one branch had acted, and the bill which 
' was the result of its action was already before the 
Senate, and the urgency of the case required in- 
|| stant action. 
' appealed for some short space for the examination 


The gentleman from South Carolina 


of documents; but such was the posture of affairs 
that no time could be afforded for the least delay. 
A delay of forty-eight hours might produce events 
which would become the occasion of a lasting war. 
He must therefore demand the yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to its third reading. 
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Mr. BERRIEN inquired of the Chair whether 
the rules of order did not require the unanimous 
consent of the Senate before a bill could be read a 
econd time. He believed this was a question 
which, in the long course of the Senate’s proceed- 
, had never before been propounded. He was 
quite as anxious as the Senator from Ohio to pro- 
ceed expeditiously to action upon the bill. He was 
fully aware that there were many considerations 
urging the Senate to prompt action: yet he could 
not feel himself so pressed by the urgency of these 
considerations as to be compelled to act with Inju- 
the rules of the Senate 
and he therefore asked of the presiding 
officer that the question might be distinctly pro- 
posed this bill should now be read a 





ings 


dicious haste, and to see 


violated: 


W he the r 
wecond time 

‘The CILAIR replied that the presiding officer 
of the Senate had already distinctly put the ques- 
tion whether the bill should pass to itssecond read- 
ing by unanimous consent, and no objection had 
been made. 

Mr. REVERDY JOUNSON inquired what 
Senator had moved that the bill be read a second 
tines 

The PRESIDENT replied that no gentleman 
had distinetly made the motion, but the Chair had 
put the question in this form: * By unanimous 
cousent of the Senate, the bill will now be read a 
tet ond tiie 299 and no obj ection had been made, 

Mr. JOLLNSON said he did not profess to be 
profoundly skilled in questions of order, but he 
had been under the Impression that the bill could 
not regularly be ordered to a second reading ex- 
cept on the motion of some member of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLIEN did not agree in this opinion, but 
should not waste time or embarrass the Senate by 
a discussion of questions of order. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had no disposition to 
He should, 
however, greatly hesitate to vote for it in its pres- 
ent shape, inasmuch as it was equivalent to a 
declaration of war; but he was prepared at once 
to vote supplies to any amount, whether of men 
or money. All he asked was, that the political 
question as to the actual existence of a war might 
he separated from the vote of supplies. If the 
friends of the Administration wanted their fifty 
thousand men and their ten millions of dollars, 
they could have both in half an hour, if they 
would not embarrass the bill by connecting it 
with the other question. Mr. M. had understood 
yesterday that it was expressly with a view to 
avoid this difficulty that a portion of the message 
had been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, while a different committee had been 
harged with what related to the raising of sup- 
plies. He had hoped that the Senator from Mis- 
sourt [Mr. Benton} would have reported to the 
Senate from the Miliary Committee a bill free 
from all extraneous matter, and providing sim- 
ply for the raising of woops and the granting of 
money, 

Mr. M. emphatically repeated that he had no 
disposition whatever, neither had those with whom 
hie acted, to embarrass the passage of this bill. 
‘hey felt quite as deep an mterest in the na- 
tional honor, and quite as much pride in the na- 
tional dignity, as the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; yet they were unwilling, though 
at the expense ot being charged with a want of 
patriotisin, to be placed in a false position. They 
were not willing to assume the fact, without evi- 
dence, that a state of war between the United 
States and Mexico did actually exist. 
that the troops which had crossed the Rio del 
Norte had acted without authority from their 
Government, and that the collision which had 
unhappily taken place was owing to their own 
unauthorized act: was any Senator prepared to 
say that, according to the doctrines of national 
law, this constituted a state of war between the 
two nations? The act of these military officers 
might yet be disavowed, and, until the Senate 
was better informed, were they ready solemnly 
to pass an act which was equivalent to declaring 
war inform? Mr M., for one, was not willing to 
do this. He wanted more light; and he did not 
see that any injury could possibly result from sep- 
arating a declaration of war from a vote of supplies. 
He and his friends were ready to grant whatever 
men and money were required in half an hour. 
And before the men raised could arrive at their 
destination, the requisite ime would have been 


embarrass the passage of the bull. 


Suppose 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


afforded to determine intelligently and on authentic 
evidence whether a state of war did or did not ex- 
ist. If it did, then Mr. M. should be unwilling to 
restrain the action of our forces to the left bank of 
the Rio del Norte. If we were actually at war, 
then he was under the impression that our forces 
ought to cross the river, and that we should not 


stop till we had dictated peace at the capital of the | 


Mexican empire. Let this fact be clearly ascer- 


tained, and then he was prepared to vote not fifty | 
thousand men only, but a hundred or a hundred | 
and fifty thousand, if the Executive came to Con- | 


gress and demanded that amount. He was ready 
to place the whole force of the country at his dis- 


posal, so that he should be enabled to conquer 


But if | 


peace in the heart of the Mexican empire. 
it should turn out that the acts of the Mexican sol- 
diery were unauthorized, and that the two nations 
were not constitutionally ina state of war, why 
pass this bill in such a form as should give to the 


President the power to declare war at his pleasure? | 


If gentlemen on the other side of the chamber had 


no purpose to embarrass others, and if their object | 
vossible expedition | 


really was to obtain with all 
and unanimity a grant of supplies, they had but to 
separate that quesuon from the question of peace 
and war, and they could obtain it to-day, they 
could obtain it in an hour. 

Mr. ALLEN spoke to the question of order. 
W ould it not be more proper for this discussion to 
take place after the motion to postpone had been 
decided, and the bill was before the Senate? 

When the CHAIR decided that the bill was now 
before the Senate as in committee of the whole, 
and was open to amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the motion had been, 
to postpone the previous orders of the day, and 
take up this bill. 


The CHAIR thought no such motion was neces- | 


sary, and ruled that the bill, having been read a 


; 5 . | 
second time, was now before the committee and | 


open to amendment. 

Mr. MANGUM said he had no shadow of ob- 
jection to having the subject taken up and disposed 
of. 
gentleman on that side the Chamber who wished 
to interpose a single objection to the grant of sup- 
plies. As far as he knew, or had reason to be- 
lieve, if gentlemen would but consent that the 
political question should be separated from the vote 
of supplies, they could have the vote of supplies 


just as soon as it was possible to pass the bill 


through the forms of legislation. And he put it 
to gentlemen on the other side, whether sucha 
course would not be much better than embarrass- 
ing their fellow-Senators by insisting upon having 
the two questions included under the same vote / 
Had any evidence been submitted to Senators to 
rove that the assent of the actual authorities of the 
Mexican Government, whoever they might be, 
had been given to the military movements in the 
vicinity of our camp? He ad dee none, the doc- 
uments had not been printed, and he had had no op- 
portunity toexamine them. The act of the military 
commanders might be disavowed by their Govern- 


ment; and then in what condition would gentlemen 
It was said that the President | 


find themselves? 
asked the Senate only to recognise the fact that war 
existed; but where was the difference between a 
recognition that war existed and a declaration that 
war existed? (which was the amount of a declara- 
tion of war.) He could see no difference. He 
was fully aware that no remark could be made by 
those who hesitated to pass the bill that would not 
be deemed unpatriotic and represented as evidence 
of some improper feeling; but he hoped gentlemen 
would not be deterred by considerations of this 
kind from taking whatever course their duty might 
require. If a state of war did exist, then a grave 
inquiry would arise as to who was the author of it, 
and whether the blame rested on Mexico or on the 
course of our own authorities. If the responsibil- 
ity should, after all, be found to lie at the door of 


our own Government, Mr. M. would not attempt | 


to anticipate that judgment which would be pro- 
nounced by public sentiment on every man con- 
cerned in such a transaction. He would once 
more repeat, that if the sole object of gentlemen on 
the other side was to do what the President required, 
by affording him the requisite appropriations and 


any amount of troops he asked for, they could do | 


itatonee. Let this be done, and then refer the 
political question to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. Meantime let the troops be on their 


we 


He was well assured that there was not one | 
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march, and, before they reached the theatre of Op- 
erations, the rapid progress of information would 
convey to them the result of the Senate’s delibers. 
tion, so that no actual delay would be occasioned 
Mr. M. and his friends felt the strongest desire 
to grant, without a moment’s delay, whatever the 
safety of our army and the honor of our Govern. 
ment should require. He had hoped that a new 
bill would have been reported from the Committee 
on Military Affairs. He should have more cong. 
dence in the present bill, had it passed under the 
examination of that committee. The question be- 
fore the Senate was in fact a military question, and 
was appropriate to thatcommittee. Doubtless the 
honor of the country must be maintained at aj} 
hazards and at any cost, and he hoped gentleny . 
would feel and remember, that if any delay occur. 
red in granting the necessary means, the responsi- 
bility could not lie on that side of the Chamber. 
Mr. BENTON, chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, stated, that on the reception of 
the news from our southern frontier, that conic. 
tee had met early this morning, and having with 
them a newspaper copy of the House bill, had 
gone into a consideration of the whole case, and 
had decided that if the bill had been referred to 
them and they had reported, they should have re- 
ported the present bill, though with some modifica- 
tions. He understood also, that as far as the 
Committee on Foreign Relations was concerned, 
they should have been ready to have done th 
same thing; so that, in either event, the Senate 
would have had the same bill before it, but, per- 
haps, in a modified form. : 

r. CALHOUN said that he had no disposition 
whatever to create unnecessary delay in the 
sage of this bill. The rule he had laid down for 
|| himself, and which throughout life he had endeay- 

ored to follow, had been to discharge his duty in 
whatever emergency he might be placed, and es- 
pecially was he called to observe this rule in acting 
on so solemn a question as a declaration of war. 
| All he wanted, all he asked for, was time to make 
up his opinion. He sought no delay, and resorted 
to no indirect course to conceal his true intent. 
Gentlemen argued strongly in favor of unanimity; 
but if unanimity constituted an element of force, 
and the friends of the bill were so anxious to ob- 
tain it, why could they not accommodate genile- 
men who had honest doubts as to the state of facts, 
by consenting to strike out the preamble of thi 
bill, and to suffer the question of supplies to by 
separated from the question ofa declaration of war’ 
Was not such a course reasonable? Was it not 
fair and just? Gentlemen stated to the Senat 
that the information received from the frontier was 
such as to require instant action: if so, they could 
have instant action. If any delay occurred, the 
| delay was theirown. Mr. C. should create none. 
He was prepared to vote the supplies on the spot, 
and without an hour’s delay; but it was just as 
| impossible for him to vote for that preamble as 1t 
| was for him to plunge a dagger into his own heart, 
and more so. Hecould not; he was not prepared 
to affirm that war existed between the United States 
and Mexico, and that it existed by the act of that 
Government. How could he affirm this, when he 
had no evidence on which to affirm it? How did 
he know that the Government of Mexico would 
not disavow what had been done? Was he to be 
| called upon to give a vote like this? It would be 
impossible for him to utter it, consistently with 
that sacred regard for truth in which he had been 
educated. 
He had no difficulty as to his course. His mind 
was made up; it was made up unalterably; he could 
| neither vote affirmatively nor negatively. He had 
no certain evidence to go on. Whether any one 
would go with him in this course he did not know; 
he had made no inquiries, and he did not know 
that a single friend would be found at his side. As 
to what might be said on such a course, and all 
that was called popularity, he did not care the snap 
of his finger. If he could not stand and brave s° 
small a danger, he should be but little worthy ©! 
what small amount of reputation he might have 
-earned. He could not agree to make waron Mex'- 
co by making war on the Constitution; and the 
Senate would make war on the Constitution by 
declaring war to exist between the two Gover- 
ments when no war had been declared, and nothinz 
had occurred but a slight military conflict betwee! 
‘| a portion of two armies. Yet he was asked to a‘ 
| firm, in the very face of the Constitution, that 4 
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Government, constituted a state of war between 
the Government of Mexico and the Government of 
the United States—to say that, by a certain milita- 
v movement of General Taylor and General Arista 
every citizen of the United. States was made the 
enemy ofevery man in Mexico. It was monstrous. 
It stripped Congress of the power of making war; 
and, What was more and worse, it gave that power 
to every officer, nay, to ever subaltern command- 
ing a corporal’s guard. Did gentlemen call upon 
him to do this? Did they expect he was going to 
yote for a position so monstrous? If they forced 
the question upon him, he should take his own 
course. If they wanted unanimity, they could have 
it; but if they chose to proceed on their own petty 
party views, be it so. y 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that he was as sin- 
cerely interested in having speedy and united ac- 
tion on this bill as any gentleman on the other 
side of the Chamber possibly could be; and he 
hoped they would suffer it to be presented in such 
a shape that all could vote for it. What was de- 


sired by them was equally desired by Mr. C. and | 


his friends. All they wanted was an opportunity 
of voting supplies to the Executive without being 
called upon, at once, and without time even to 
read the documents, to declare that a state of war 
did exist. Why could not gentlemen so far ac- 
commodate them as to postpone this question of 
war or no war, and so modify their bill as to let 
gentlemen on both sides of the Chamber give it a 
unanimous vote? Let the bill go to the Militar 
Committee; in five minutes they could report it 
back to the Senate with the requisite modifications. 
They were willing to sit till midnight if necessary, 
and not rise till it was passed. They were willing, 
ready, anxious to pass it. 

The President had sent to the Senate a mass of 
documents containing that evidence which was to 
be the basis of their action; but these had not yet 
been printed, and Senators had no opportunity to 
examine them. Was it justice either to them or 
to the President of the 
them to pass the bill without even seeing what he 
had deemed it proper and necessary to send them 
as the basis of their action? He had not asked 
the Senate to decide in haste like this. Had any 
gentleman read these documents? They could not, 
because they were yet in the hands of the printer. 
And had the President desired the Senate to act 
as blind, without looking at one of the papers he 
had sent them? No. Mr. C. would do the Ex- 
ecutive the justice to believe that, when he sent 
documentary evidence he meant it to be read; and 


nited States, to call on | 


yet here were they asked to decide without even a | 


glance at it. Mr. C. could not say whether a 
state of war did or did not exist. He desired to 
examine the evidence submitted; and so, he should 
suppose, must every member of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations desire. He would proceed as 
rapidly in voting supplies as any other gentleman, 
he he who he might. Why would not gentlemen 
suffer the question to be decided as they did yes- 
terday ? 

There was another objection to the bill, which he 
wished to state, and which he desired to be duly 
weighed. Why this hot haste? They had the 
day before them: why not take the requisite time 
to deliberate on what they were doing? This bill 
a ten millions of dollars. Of this he 
did not complain; he had not the slightest objec- 
tion to it; he was ready to vote twenty millions, 
hut it appeared objectionable to him because it 
stated no specific objects to which the money was 


oon applied. The appropriation was general, 
indefinite, 


The President was vested at once with | 


the absolute disposal of ten millions of dollars, | 
Without declaring that so much was to be applied | 


to the army, so much to the navy, so much for 


, the Senate. 


single specification? The whole power of Con- 


gress over the subject was here delegated in a single 
line to the President of the United States. Were 
gentlemen willing to do this? Were they not 
bound, by the doctrines of their own party, as 
well as by the Constitution of the United States, 
to render it a little more specific? To say so much 
shall be applied to the building, so much to the 
equipping, of vessels, so much for provisions, so 
much for forage, so much for transportation, &e. ? 
Was there one among the powers delegated to 
Congress in the Constitution which Congress 
could transfer to the President, or to any other in- 
dividual or body? c 
powers, it might another; and might delegate them 
allaway. The power to appropriate money was 
one of their peculiar powers: could they give this 
to the President? This was a subject which had 
been often and elaborately discussed, and Mr. C. 
had supposed the question had long been settled. 
He was ready to vote the ten millions, but he 
wished it divided under specific heads, according 
to the Jeffersonian doctrine of political orthodoxy; 
otherwise, the Senate would be guilty of a gross 
departure from the Constitution. 

ir. C. again expressed his desire that the bill 
should be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. By modifying it, as they were prepared 
to do, they might secure unanimity in the vote of 
And was not this highly desirable? 
He did not know all the facts which ought to be 
eos before him in acting on so solemn a matter; 


If it could delegate one of its | 


out he should feel greatly relieved by a concurrent 


vote of all his brother Senators. 


Let the Military | 


| Committee report it back to the Senate immediate- | 


ly, (as he believed they were prepared to do,) and 
Mr. C. and his friends would pledge themselves to 
sit here tll midnight and pass the bill. 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tery Aflairs. 


He moved | 


fr. ALLEN said that, on behalf of the Mili- | 
| tary Committee, he understood the chairman to | 


say that he was ready to report the bill back in its 
present shape. 


the question to refer. 
| Mr. MANGUM said it might be reported to- | 


He asked the yeas and nays on | 


day. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Yes; and I, for one, am wil- 


ling to sit tll midnight, if necessary, in order to 
pass it. 


Mr. BENTON said the Military Committee had | 


met early this morning; had examined the bill, and 
directed some amendments. 

Mr. MANGUM asked if the Senator would per- 
mit the amendments to be read. 

Mr. BENTON said, ** Certainly;’’ and added, 
that in accordance with the resolution of the Sen- 
ate yesterday, with respect to the reference of the 
message, the committee had proposed to amend the 


bill, by striking out the political question. 


rovisions, so much for transportation, &e. Mr.C. || 


ield this not to be in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion. He appealed to gentlemen of the Democracy 
to say whether this was democratic. 
Democratic party made this one of the great prin- 
ciples of their action. They insisted on specific 
“ppropriations as one of the great distinctions of 
democratic Government. 
commended by Mr. Jefferson, and was one of the 
watchwords of the party of which he was the 
acknowledged head. Whosoever opposed it was 
at once set down as an enemy of that party. And 
yet did any man ever behold a more sweeping ap- 


The Old | 


It was emphatically re- | 


propriation than this of ten millions without a | 


The amendments were then read. 

Mr. CLAYTON hoped the bill would be suffer- 
ed to go to that committee, and let them report it 
back with these amendments. It would greatly 


relieve his own side of the Chamber, and enable | 


them to satisfy their scruples on the question of 
the existence of war. 
render the appropriation somewhat more definite, 
and so remove ail objections on that point also? 


And could they not also | 


_ Mr. BENTON replied that to adapt the appro- | 
| priation to each respective head of expenditure 


would be a very long and laborious process. It 
would consume a great deal of time. On that ac- 
count, while fully agreeing with the gentleman from 
Delaware on the principle he had stated as to spe. 


cific appropriations, he could not undertake to do 
what he desired. 


Mr. CLAYTON said, if this was not practica- | 


ble, let the gentleman report the bill with the com- 
mittee’s modifications, and he should be content. 
Mr. ALLEN said that a part of the message had 
also been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 


The political question had not been refer- | 


_ red to the committee, and hence they had confined | 
their attention to so much of the bill as related to | 


their own department. 


eign Relations had also had the bill under consid- | 
eration, and the majority of that committee concur- | 


red in the propositions contained in the preamble, 
and in the first section of the bill, declaring that 
war does actually exist. The question had by that 
committee been decided; so that, in fact, both the 
questions referred had been settled by the respect- 
ive committees. He hoped, therefore, that the 


The Committee on For- | 
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Jocal rencontre, not authorized by the act of either 


| had access to these papers. 
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bill would not be referred as proposed, but that 
speedy action would be had upon it. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the reason stated 
by the gentleman from Ohio did not interfere with 
the motion to refer. The explanations made by 
the chairman of the Military Committee went to 
show that the utmost expedition could be ob- 
tained by the reference. The amendments were 
prepared and reduced to writing, and the bill and 
amendments could be at once reported back to the 
Senate, and would be ready for its sanction. Mean- 
time the Committee on Foreign Relations could 
report simultaneously, and the Senate would be 
ready to act upon both. He trusted the motion of 
the Senator from Delaware would prevail, 

The question was now taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, T 
Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day 
tun, Evans, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, 
Jhnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Morehead, Simmons, Up 
ham, and Woodbridge—20. 


NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Colquitt, 
Dix, Houston, Jenness, Lewis, MeDuffie, Niles, Penny 
backer, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Westcott, and VYulee—26. 

So the Senate refused to refer. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked Mr. Renton whether 
he had meant to report these amendments, if the 
bill had been referred ? 

Mr. BEN'TON replied, that the committee had 
resolved that they would act subordinately to the 
will of the Senate. If the Senate should decide 
that war did actually exist, then they should report 
in one way; but if the Senate should decide to 
give the President the means not to prosecute the 
war, but only to repel invasion, then the commit- 
tee would modify their report in another way, so 
as to provide for repelling invasion instead of pros- 
ecuting the war. 

[A message was here received from the House 
of Representatives, notifying the Senate that the 
House had concurred in the Senate’s bill to raise 
a corps of sappers, miners, and pontoniers. | 

Mr. ALLEN said, that the Committee on For- 
eign Relations would have reported this morning, 
had not the bill from the House come in immed: 
ately after the reading of the Journal, and before 
reports from committees were called for. ‘The re- 
port of the committee would have conformed, in 
substance, to the first section of the House bill. 
The committee had designed to report a bill which 
the Senate micht either act upon independently or 
insert as an amendment into the House bill; or if 
the Senate should prefer to adopt the first section 
of the House bill as it stood, then that their report 
should be suffered to sleep on the table. The first 
section of the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives contained substantially the results of the ac- 
tion of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
would have been in fact their report. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired whether that 
committee had had before them the documents ace- 
companying the President’s Message, either in 
manuscript or in a printed form? 

Mr. ALLEN replied that they had had the doc- 
uments before them in manuscript, and had also 
heard the message from the President read, and 
they could not close their eyes to the fact so glar- 
ingly palpable, that there was a state of war be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, even had 
they never seen one of the documents or heard the 
message at all. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said it seemed also that 
the committee could not close their eyes to another 
fact, and that was, that the war came from the 
Government of Mexico. The committee, how- 
ever, had had the manuscripts before them. The 
Senate all knew how voluminous these were. Mr. 
C. presumed that the committee had read them; 
and, if so, they must have been very laborious in- 
deed. But what opportunity had Mr. C. and the 
rest of the Senate enjoyed of looking at these doc- 
uments? The committee had enjoyed this—the 
Senate had not. He, for one, desired to have the 
same opportunity of forming a correct judgment 
which the Senator from Ohio had had. He had not 
But the committee 
asked him and his friends to go it blindly, without 
looking at the evidence in the case. He must re- 
ceive their inferences from that evidence as being 
infallibly correct. Now, he thought it was re- 
quiring rather too much to ask this. 

Mr. C. here again put the question to Mr. Ben- 
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tow whether he intended to move the amendments 
which he had read? Mr. C. preferred that he 
should do it; but, if not, he should move them 
himself. 

Mr. BENTON declining— 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON proceeded to move the 
amendments. 

The first amendment was to strike out the pre- 
amble of the bill.* 

The CHAIR decided that the preamble was the 
last thing to be considered; and the motion was 
therefore not now in order. 

Mr. BENTON explained that the committee 
had proposed to strike out the preamble, not in re- 
gard to the political question, but only in reference 
to the direction which the Senate Sol aieen to that 
committee, 

Mr. B. had received, in a Mexican paper, the 
copy of a proclamation made by the President ad 
interim of the Mexican Republic, to his fellow-cit- 
izens, on hearing of the sieiiines of the American 
troops to the banks of the Rio del Norte. There 
was one paragraph in this message, or proclama- 
tion, Which referred directly to the question how 
fur the march of our army was or was not an act 
of wer; and it went to show the correctness of the 
doctrine, that there might be hostilities without a 
state of war, as there might be a state of war with- 
out actual hostilities. ‘The President ad interim 
stated in this paper that * it was not his right, as 
such, by his own act, to declare war; but that the 
august Mexican Congress would take into con- 
sideration the state of conflict in which they found 
themselves, and that a magnanimous and suffering 
people would not be attacked with impunity; but 
in the meanwhile, it might be necessary to repel 
acts of hostility, and take the initiative in regard to 
the invaders, by rolling back upon them the guilt 
of disturbing the peace of the world; that Mexico 
would not submit to any hostile act committed 
by the people or Government of the United States; 
but that every such act would be met and repulsed 
* by all the power of the Republic.’”” Mr. f had 
repeated this passage from a proclamation from the 
present President of Mexico, with a view to show 
that the door was open for an adjustment of our 
difficulties; and he thought he could see, in the 
language of this officer, that a peaceable adjustment 
of them might be effected. So far as he could see 
from this declaration, the Government of Mexico 
seemed to be willing and ready for such a result; 
it seemed to consider the hostilities as proceeding 
from our troops only, and there appeared to be an 
opinion that Mexico ought to adopt some other 
preliminary measures before she drew the sword. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that he drew the 
same inference from this paper with the gentleman 
from Missouri, that hostiliues did not necessarily 
imply a state of war. In fact there was no treatise 
on the law of nations which did not definitively 
declare that the one might exist without the other; 
that letters of marque and reprisal might be issued 
and acted upon, and yet no state of war exist, un- 
less they were issued generally. Military meas- 
ures of mere defence did not constitute a war. But 
Mr. C. purposely abstained from entering into the 
question whether war did or did not exist ; perhaps 
it did, but he was not willing to say so in this bill 
before the Senate knew the fact. He would not 
say that there was not a state of war; he assumed 
no such position. All he wanted was an opportu- 
nitv to look at the docume nts to see how far we 
could be justified in solemnly declaring that war 
did exist. 

With a view to test the sense of the Senate, he 
would move to amend the bill by striking out, in 
the third line of the first section, the words * pros- 
ecute said war to aspeedy and successful termina- 
tion,’’ and inserting the words ‘repel invasion.” If 
this motion should succeed, he should then follow 
it up with corresponding amendments in the subse- 
quent parts of the bill. 

‘The question being on striking out and inserting 
as above pro OSC d-—. 

Mr. BREESE demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered by the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would now appeal to 
the Senate, and ask if there was a man there who 
could believe, on the only document which they 
had—how authentic he knew not—that there ex- 
isted war, in its proper and constitutional form, 
between the two countries? War must be made 
by the sovereign authority, which, in this case, 
were the Mexican Congress, on the one side, and 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


‘ 


‘ 


only be done by the two countries. Even if the 

two Presidents had declared war, the nations could | 
disavow the act; and he called on the Senate to | 
reflect upon the position in which they would be 
placed in case they made a declaration of war, and 
in due course of time there should come a disa- 
vowal on the part of Mexico. It would be a most 
extraordinary proceeding to make a declaration of | 
war after what had been read by the Senator from | 
Missouri as the language of the President of the 

Mexican Republic. He would much rather that | 


and made the proposition first on striking out; and 


entertained by every member of the body, whether 
he could make a public declaration that war does 
now exist. 

Mr. HOUSTON said it was not his purpose to 
occupy much of the ume of that honorable body; 
he rose merely for the purpose of declaring what | 
the true position of this country, according to his 
apprehension, now was in relation to Mexico. 
His conviction was that they were actually in a 
state of war. War had existed for ten years be- 
tween Mexico and Texas; and it had been declared | 
in advance on the part of Mexico, when the ques- 
tion of the annexation of Texas to the United | 
States was agitated, that if that annexation took 
place the war would not only be continued against | 
‘Texas, but war would be proclaimed also against 
the United States. The war had continued to be 
prosecuted against ‘Texas, and Texas having in 
the meantime become a portion of the United | 
States, the Government of the United States was | 
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the American Congress, on the other. The Presi- || Senator. He would be entirely willing to gratify 
dent of Mexico could not make war. It could | 


them by first taking up, if they pleased, the sub. 
ject of appropriation, of furnishing the adequate 
means for resistance, if he were assured that the 


declaration of war would promptly follow; bur if 


| they had suffered. The policy of declaring war 
the Senator from Delaware had divided his motion, || 


they were to vote supplies of munitions of war 
and men for the mere purpose of marching to the 
Rio del Norte, and there halting, he could not sub. 
scribe to any measure of the kind. He could pot 
assent to it, because he thought it would be utterly 
useless. If they intended to act at all, they ougiit 


to act as though they intended to redress the wroy, rg 


might be discussed for months, and in the meay 


_ ume our troops would be left to waste away and 
he put it to the conscience and to the sense of truth || : 


be destroyed, until only the skeleton of an army 
would be left, while debts accumulated upon the 


/nation and the Mexicans remained unchastised. 


now placed in the situation oooneeye heretofore by | 


‘lexas m relation to Mexico. War, therefore, in | 
his judgment, unquestionably existed between 
Mexico and the United States. It had been ex- 
tended to the United States by the declaration of 
the Mexican Government, and had been continued 
and renewed by the recent acts of that Govern- | 
ment—acts of outrage and violence committed upon | 
the United States troops within that territory, from 
which they had declared they would expel the cit- 
izens of ‘Vexas as intruders and rebels. ‘l'exas 
having been annexed to the United States in the 
face ot these declarations on the part of Mexico, 
and in the face of the existing war, he would ask 
what circumstances had occurred since the annex- 
auon which had at all changed the nature of those 
relations, and rendered them peaceful? He ap- 
prehended that those relations had not changed; 
and if they had not changed, the United States and 
Mexico were unquestionably in a state of war, 
Mexico being yet engaged in an aggressive war 
upon the State of Texas, one of the States of this 
Union. The United States was, therefore, placed 
precisely in the situation in which Texas had been 
for the last ten years, subject to the aggressions, 
incursions, inroads, attacks, and outrages of the 
Mexican forces, acting in obedience to the com- 
mands of the constituted authorities of the Mexi- 
can Government. Could any doubt exist that 
they were in fact and truth ina state of war? In | 
his conscience he could not resist the conviction | 
that they were as virtually, as effectually in a state 

of war, as if Mexico had six weeks ago declared 

war expressly against the United States. Ten | 
years ago Mexico commenced hostiliues against 

fexas; there were temporary suspensions of hos- | 
ulities, but the war was renewed from time to 

tume; those cessations of arms were from time to 

time interrupted by renewed declarations of war 

and extermination against the inhabitants of Tex- 

as. How long was it necessary, then, to pause and 

consider whether there was war or not? How | 


long was the Congress of the United States to pon- || 


der? Were they to regard the declarations of | 
Mexico, pronounced by the chief officer or usurper | 
of her Government, as having no force, on the | 
ground that he had no authority to declare war?— | 
that it belonged only to Congress to declare it? | 
So long as they held that as the rule of their ac- 
uon, so long would they find themselves deceived. 
So long as he could delude them with professions 
of peace, so long would he continue those profes- 
sions, While his acts would continue to be acts of 
hostility and violence. 

He had not risen for the purpose of occupying 
the time of the Senate in any lengthened speech. 
He would be glad if the bill were put in such a | 
form as would meet the wishes of every honorable | 


Humiliated as we might regard her, imbecile as 
were her people, we ought nevertheless to consider 
her and to treat her as a nation, so long as she wag 
capable of outraging the rights of America. Her 
degradation should not be allowed to excite in our 
breasts a feeling of pity; so long as she manifested 
a epee to commit outrages upon our country, 
we should entertain no other feeling than a feeling 
of resentment; we should not, through a mistaken 
pity, withhold our hands from inflicting chastise- 
ment. Having received wrongs at her hands, it 
was our duty to redress those wrongs. Injury 
having been inflicted by Mexico, she ought to be 
punished. Her insolence ought not to be tolerated, 
She ought to be made aware that we could not 
only repel insult, but also punish it. 

He was prepared to vote for a declaration that 
we were in a state of war, and the measures ne- 
cessarily consequent upon such declaration could 
be immediately adopted and carried into execution. 
Perhaps the next intelligence received would be 
that advantage had been taken of our inactivity, 
and some new outrage perpetrated more seriously 
involving the national honor and dignity than any 
which had yet reached our ears. We would then 
be prepared to act decisively, no doubt. Then, 
why not act at once? The officers of the Mexican 
Government announced her to be in a state of war: 
where, then, was the ground for hesitation? When 
they were informed that an experienced officer, an 
experienced military commander, had been des- 
patched to the fronuer with orders from the Gov- 
ernment to assume the command, to supersede an 
officer already there, and to assume the responsi- 
bility of the prosecution of the war, did Senators 
believe it was without a definite object? Did they 
believe it was to repel invasion alone that he was 
sent, and not to commit aggression? Was not the 
crossing of the Rio Grande by the Mexican forces 
of itself an act of war? Was not the entering our 
territory by an armed force an act of war? How- 
ever the decision might hereafter be in regard to the 
precise extent of our territory, the Mexicans knew 
full well that the river had been assumed as the 


' boundary. Up to the time of annexation it had 


been so considered, and, more than that, the Mexi- 
cans had never once established a military encamp- 
ment on the east side of the river; it had never 
Leen held, even by themselves, to be within the 
limits of Mexico, otherwise than upon the ridicu- 
lous ground of claiming the whole of ‘Texas to be 
theirs. he 
They had marched across the river in miloey 
array—they had entered upon American soil with 
a hostile design. Was this not war? And now 
were Senators prepared to temporize and to predi- 
cate the action of this Government upon that of the 
Mexican Government, as if the latter was a 8yS- 
tematic, regular, and orderly Government: He, 
for one, was not prepared to do so. How many 
revolutions had that Government undergone within 
the last three years? Not less than three, with 
another now in embryo. Perhaps the next arrival 
might bring us news of another change, and that 
the American army on the Rio del Norte had been 
destroyed while awaiting the action of the Mexi- 


can Government, in the supposition that it was & 


regularly-constituted Government, instead of being 


a Government of brigands and despots, ruling with 


a rod of iron, and keeping faith with no other na- 
tion, and heaping indignities upon the American 
flag. A state of war now existed as perfect as it 


‘could be after a formal declaration or recognition 


Tnited 
fa state of war by the Congress of the Unite 
States. Their action bed been continually indica- 
tive of a state of war, and the question now was, 
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whether the Government of the United States 
would respond to that action, and visit the ag- 
eressors with punishment. 

-' Mr. MANGUM said the evidence of the exist- 
ence of war, which had just been presented by the 
honorable Senator from Texas, was not in conso- 
nance with the American idea of war, or at least 
pot with what was. the American idea when the 
jyestion of annexation was under discussion here, 
a two several sessions of the Congress of the Uni- 
wed States. And he assumed that such was not 
now the idea of a state of war on the part of the 
Government, or those who held the political power 
and authority; for, if there was any one thing, 
avove all others, that was repelled and repudiated 
at he time of the annexation, it was that we should 
thereby acquire a war. He thought that the opin- 


ion did not exist with any one who favored the | 
measure of annexation, that we should, as a con- | 


sequence of the consummation of that measure, 
assume a war. Nor did he believe that such was 
the opinion of the Mexican Government. He 
thought that the proclamation which had just been 
translated by the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, was clear and conclu- 
sive on that point. Did not the present head of 
the Mexican eo raanae assume that there was a 
state of peace between the two countries? He 


disclaimed clearly and distinctly the power, as the | 
Executive head of the Government, of putting the | 


nation ina state of war with the United States; 
and alluded to the assembling of a new Congress, 
when the question should be referred to them. He 
offered, then, as proof that a state of war did not 
exist, not only the American sentiment and the 
sentiment of all those gentlemen who were favor- 
able to annexation, but the sentiment of the chief 
Executive officer of the Mexican Government; all 
voing to show that a state of war did not exist an- 
terior to the recent acts of hostility on the banks 
of the Rio del Norte. Therefore the question was 
reduced to the point whether, in consequence of 
those acts of hostility, as far as we had evidence of 
them, war did exist. War,as had been justly re- 
marked, was an emanation of the will of the sov- 
ereign power. And he appealed to the honorable 
charman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
toinform them in what document could be found 
the proof—for as yet no opportunity had been af- 
forded to examine the documents—that Mexico 
had assented to any act of hostility which might 
be denominated a state of war. 

Sut he had risen principally for the purpose of 
requesting the honorable Senator from Delaware 
to withdraw his motion to strike out and insert; 
because in that form the question was indivisible; 


but if it were made simply to strike out, then the | 


question as to the matter which should be inserted 


might undergo any modification which, in the | 


sense of the Senate, seemed necessary. 


And he | 


was frank to say that in this state of the question it | 
was utterly repugnant to his sense of propriety and | 


prudence to declare that the country was in a state 


of war, or to recognise a state of war in any form. | 


lt was very desirable, however, that our troops 


' from Delaware to strike out. 


should be enabled to act, and not be confined to | 


the left bank of the Rio Grande; for he knew well 


the inefficiency of an army in the predicament in | 


which ours was now placed. But, to repeat what 
had already been said, suppose it should occur that 
there should be a disavowal on the part of the 
Mexican Government of the act of aggression: 


where would then be the evidence of a state of | 


war? In what predicament would Congress then 
be placed, in case they had declared that the coun- 
wy was in a state of war—or had recognised the 


existence of war, which was, in all respects, equiv- | 


alent to a declaration of war? 
there should be a necessity resulting either from 
a want of disavowal or a continuance of hostili- 
ues, by which it appeared that the sovereign au- 
thority of Mexico assented to the commission of 
acts of aggression, he was willing, in such case, 
to confide to the Executive the power of directing 
the American troops to proceed to the very seat of 
empire, and he was willing to grant all the means 
that might be deemed necessary in supplies of men 
aid money. He hoped the honorable Senator 
would withdraw his proposed amendment, and 
make a motion simply to strike out. 

Mr. CLAYTON expressed his willingness to 
make the change suggested, if any gentleman on 
the other side wished it. Unless, therefore, any 
Senator on the other side would prefer that the 


But he was willing, | 


i 


+ 


motion should be put as he had first made it, he 
would withdraw that motion, and substitute a mo- 
tion to strike out only. 

Mr. McDUFF'LE said he considered it would be 
in order to strike out the preamble first. There 
was no rule of that or any legislative body which 
sought to prevent an amendment of any part ofa 
bill. When amendments were reported from a 
Committee of the Whole to the Senate, there might 
be arule which required that the Senate should 
first take up and act upon the amendments made 
in the body of the bill, and afterwards act on the 
preamble; and there was sufficient reason for this, 
because modifications of the bill itself might re- 
quire corresponding modifications in the preamble; 
but this reason did not apply here. He hoped the 
first motion would be to strike out the preamble. 

Mr. CLAYTON said that was the motion he 
had originally made, which was pronounced out of 
order by the Chair. 

A desultory conversation took place here be- 
tween Messrs. SEVIER, CALHOUN, CRI'?- 
TENDEN, MANGUM, and DAVIS, which re- 
lated solely to points of order. 

Mr. ARCHER rose, and after alluding to the 
assertion of the Senator from ‘Texas that war had 
existed since the annexation of Texas, said he 
maintained that doctrine when the question of an- 
nexation was presented. In that view he might be 
supposed to vote against the motion of the Senator 
They must, as he 
had before said, draw a line between war de facto and 
de jure. ‘The circumstances brought to their knowl- 
edge satisfied him that war ought to be declared 
against Mexico, and by that act legalize the acts 
that have ensued the annexation of ‘Texas to the 
United States. He would be entirely willing to 
vole for such declaration then, because he could 
not see the rectitude of granting large sums of mo- 
ney without a full recognition of its necessity and 
propriety by Government. He wished, in rela- 
tion to that and every war in which his country 
might be involved, to see it prosecuted with vigor 
and unanimity. Many gentlemen thought that 
such a state of things is not exisung between this 
country and Mexico as would authorize a declara- 
tion of war by the United States. 

Mr. CALHOUN (after ascertaining that the al- 
Jusion was to him) said he had not used any such 
expression. He could not take on him to say, in 
absence of necessary information, how far the 
present state of things would justify the Govern- 
ment in declaring war; but what he said was, that 
there could be no state of war—no declaration of 
its existence made, but by the constitutional au- 
thority—the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. ARCHER continued to say, that on yester- 
day he spoke of war not existing de jure, or in the 
legal acceptation of the term; but a state of war de 
facto did exist; and the question to be presented, 
in afew days, would be, were they prepared to 
make that war de facto a war de jure? He would 
vote for the motion of the honorable Senator from 
Delaware, to strike out the word ** war;’’ but he 
could not do so without that avowal of his opinion 
to go before the people of the United States. He 


| was willing to wait for advices from Mexico, and 


learn what was to be the termination of the present 
state of things; and if it was to be war, he was for 
prosecuting it with promptitude and energy. He 
would not consent that any officer, military or 
civil, of the United States, should make blockades, 
throw up fortifications in sight of a foreign nation, 


| aud exercise, in truth all the powers of war, and 
| impose all its expenses, all its commitments, with 


foreign nations. In that state of things he would 
not consent, unless it got a legal coloring from the 
United States. ‘lhe Senators on the other side, in 


| this view of the question, and for the sake of una- 
nimity, ought to defer to the suggestion made on 


his side for delay, and see the necessity of delib- 
eration before they put themselves in this position 
before the world. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said he had not 


| been able to examine the documents laid before 


Congress, and wished therefore to inquire, whether 
the Mexican Government, in this correspondence 
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annexation of Texas, had declared that it was a 
declaration of war. He was under that impres- 
sion. He would like to have an opportunity to 
examine the documents. In the meantime, he 
would be happy to learn from the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations whether he was 
right in his opinion. Atany rate, he did consider 
war existed de fuclo, and Government was bound 
to adopt all necessary measures, not only to repel 
invasion, but to carry on that war. It was not 
necessary, in his opinion, to declare war; but if it 
was, he would vote for a declaration under the ex- 
isting state of things. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER next addressed the Sen- 
ate at some length. The principal aim of his argu- 
ment was, to show that a formal declaration was 
not essential to the 


existence of war. In support 
of this, he cited a number of instances from mod- 


} ern history, and quoted from Vattel, from Judge 


with the United States, had not, on several occa- | 


| sions, declared that they would consider the an- 
| nexation of Texas a declaration of war, and repeat- 


edly declared that, in consequence of that act, they 
| considered war as existing between the two Gov- 
ernments; and he was rather inclined to think that 
| the Congress of Mexico, either before or since the 


Kent's Commentaries, and the decisions of the 
rege Sey to the same end. After settling 
this point, the honorable Senator argued thy 

the oo. of a declaration of war, It — ae 
petent to judge from hostilities enacted whether 
war existed or not. Admitting that, he proceeded 
to review the relations between Mexico and the 
United States, the successive events that had lead 
to the present state of things, all which proved 
that war actually does exist between the two 
countries, and that, although it might be dispensed 
with, a declaration of war was desirable by the 
United States; that the people might all know 
their position; that oe nations might conduct 
themselves suitably; and that there might be an 
open and palpable occasion shown for the voung 
of the supplies necessary to its energetic prose- 
cution. 

Mr. CASS said: I do not rise to detain the Sen- 
ate long, nor to enter into any protracted discussion 
of the subject now under consideration. I have but 
little to say, and I shall say that speedily. In the 
first place, sir, I desire to answer the appeal which 
has been made to this side of the Chamber by the 
honorable Senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. 
Ciayton.} He desires that portion of the bill 
which asserts the existence of a war between the 
United States and Mexico, brought on by the ag- 
gression of the latter, should be passed by for the 
present, and that we should now confine ourselves 
to a consideration of the measures necessary for the 
defence of the country. For my own part] should 
be happy to take the course indicated by the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, and which he asks us to adopt, 
were I not prevented from doing so by higher con- 
siderations. If we appropriate money and raise 
men for the mere purpose of repelling an invasion, 
we place ourselves in the very position which the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Can- 
uown,] deemed yesterday the proper one, and to 
which I then expressed, and yet feel, insuperable 
objections. A Mexican army is upon our soil. 
Are we to confine our efforts to repelling them ? 
Are we to drive them to the border, and then stop 
our pursuit, and allow them to find a refuge in their 
own territory? And what then? To collect again 
to cross our frontier at some other point, and again 
to renew the same scenes, to be followed by a sim- 
lar immunity? What sort of a condition of things 
would this be, sir? The advantage would be alto- 
gether on the side of the Mexicans, while the loss 
would be altogether ours. ‘Their army is main- 
tained at any rate, and it would cost them little 
more to renew and continue these border contests 
than to keep their troops in their cantonments, 
while we must spread troops along our border, and 
hold them in readiness to meet these invasions at 
whatever point they may be attempted. Now, sir, 
no vote of mine shall place my country in this sit- 
uation. And besides, these Mexican hosulities 
will not be confined to operations by land. Are 
we to suffer their privateers to spread themselves 
over the ocean, to capture our sailors and vessels, 
and to ruin our commerce? This state of things, 
I, for one, am disposed to meet with prompttude 
and energy. Mexico has attacked the United 
States—has placed herself in a belligerent attitude. 
And now let her take the consequences of her own 
aggression. For these reasons, sir, while we pro- 
vide for the defence of the country, I am for making 
the defence effectual by not only driving off the 
enemy, but by following them into their own ter- 
ritory, and by dictating a peace even in the capital, 
if it be necessary. 


But, sir, why does the honorable Senator from 
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Delaware ask the separation, and request us to 
postpone our decision upon the relative condition 
of this country and Mexico, while we provide only 
for driving the invaders from our soil? He says, 
sir, that he desires time to examine the documents 
which the President has submitted to us, before he 
can decide whether there is a state of war between 
the United Statesand Mexico. I cannot conceive, 
sir, that any delay can be necessary for this pur- 
pose, ‘The main facts are indisputable. They are 
before the Senate, before the country, and before 
the world. A Mexican army has passed our 
boundary, and is now upon the soil of the Republic. 





Our troops have been attacked, captured, and killed. " 


Our army is surrounded, and efforts are making to 
subdue them. Now, sir, no documents are neces- 
sary to establish these facts; and these facts, it 


seems to me, are all that can be necessary to justify 


the statement of the President of the existence of 


war, and our concurrence in his recommendation. 


If, indeed, the object be to examine the conduct of 


the Executive, to ascertain whether this condition 
of things is to be attributed to him, then, undoubt- 
edly,a careful examination of the documents would 
be necessary. And from indications already given, 
I presume that such an investigation will be enter- 
ed upon. For one, | am prepared to enter into it, 
and 1 will venture to predict that the more severe 
itis, the more triumphant for the Administration 
will be the result. But that subject may well give 
way to this, Let us postpone that inquiry ull we 
are prov ided for the defence of the country and the 
vindication of our honor. ‘That course seems to 
me to be equally indicated by duty, by policy, and 
by patriotusm, 

And now, sir, permit me to advert to another 
branch of this subject. Strange doctrines have 
heen heard yesterday and to-day, such as have 
heen presented neither by the history of our own 
country nor that of any other. Among those who 
oppose the course of the Executive, there seems to 


be an important difference of opinion on some of 


the principles which should regulate our conduct. 
Ly some itis contended that the invasion of the 
Mexican army ts notan act of war, because we 
have no proof that it was committed by the order 
Of the Mexican Government. While others, and 
among them the distineuished Senator from South 
(Carolina, maintain, that no act of another country 
can create a state of war with this unless such war 
be declared by Congress. Now, sir, it seems to 
me that this pretension is equally dangerous in its 
conclusions, and unsound in the reasoning by 
which itis supported. If L understood the honor- 
able Senator yesterday, he considers there are three 
conditions in which our country may be placed 
with relation to another. A state of peace, of war, 
and of hostilities. This to me, sir, is a new divis- 
ion of the principle of interecommunication between 
different countries. War I understand, and peace 
l understand, and the rights and duties which they 
bring with them. Butastate of hostilities, as con- 
tradistinguished from these relations, is a new 
chapter in the law of nations to me. Our Consti- 
tution is equally silent upon the subject. I sup- 
posed, heretofore, that if we were not at peace with 
“a country we were at war with it. 1 had to learn 
that there was an intermediate state creating new 
rights and duties, which I am afraid it will be diffi- 
cult to find unless a new Grotius starts up upon the 
occasion. ‘The Senator from Missouri |Mr. Ben- 
ron| has correctly stated that there may be war 
without hostilities, and hostilities without war. 
Belligerent operations may be temporarily sus- 
pended, and there may be acts of aggression, which 
may be called hosulities, which may be committed 
without the authority of aGovernment. Rencon- 
tres, for instance, between ships-of-war, or preda- 
tory incursions across the boundary of a country. 
But there can be no hostilities undertaken by a 
Government which do not constitute a state of war. 
War is a fact, sir, created by an effort made by 
one nation to injure another. One party may 
make a war, though it requires two parties to 
make a peace. ‘The Senator from South Carolina 
contends that as Congress alone have a right, by 
the Constitution, to declare war, therefore, there 
can be no war tll it is thus declared. There is here 
a very obvious error. It is certain that Congress 
alone has the right to declare war. That is, there is 
no other authority in the United States, which, on 
our part, can change the relations of peace with 
another country into those of war. No authority 
but Congress can commence an aggressive war. 


But another country can commence a war against 
us without the co-operation of Congress. Another 
country can, at its pleasure, terminate the relations 
of peace with us, and substitute for these the rela- 
tions of war, with their legitimate consequences. 
War may be commenced with or without a pre- 
vious declaration. It may be commenced by a 
manifesto announcing the fact to the world, or by 
hostile attacks by land or sea. The honorable 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Pennypacker] has 
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| itary officers in the republic. 


well stated the modern practice of nations on this | 


subject. He has referred both to facts and author- 


ities, showing that acts of hostility, with or without || 


a public declaration, constitute a state of war. It 
was thus the war of 1756 was commenced. It was 
thus, I believe, was commenced the war between 
England and France during our Revolution. The 
peace of Amiens was terminated by an act of hos- 
tility, and not by a public manifesto. ‘The capture 


of the Danish fleet was preceded by no declaration | 


of the intentions of the British Government. 
own war of 1812 was declared on the 18th of June. 
The manifesto of the Prince Regent, declaring war 
against us was not issued till January 10, 1813. 
And yet long before that our borders had been 
penetrated in many directions, an army had been 
subdued and captured, and the whole territory of 
Michigan had been overrun and seized. All these 
facts prove conclusively that it is a state of hostili- 
ties that produces war, and not any formal decla- 
ration. 
practical absurdity. England, for instance, by an 
act of hostility or by a public declaration announces 
that she is at war with us. If the view presented 
by the honorable Senator from South Carolina is 
correct, we are not at war with her till Congress 
has acted upon the subject. One party, then, is at 
war, while the other is at peace; or, at any rate, In 
this new intermediate state of hostilities, before 
unknown to the world. Now, sir, it is very clear 
that Mexico is at war with us, we at war with 
her. 
tween two countries, they are terminated whether 
we consent or not. The new state of things thus 


‘ 


Our | 


Any other construction would lead to this | 


| It has, indeed, been suggested that acts of hostility 


'| consutational at home, they cannot be operative 


If she terminates the peaceful relations be- | 


created does not depend upon the will of Congress. | 


The two nations are at war, because one of them 
has chosen to place them both in that attitude. 
But, sir, it is contended by some of the Senators 
that, in the present case, there is no evidence that 
the invasion of our territory has been authorized 
by the Mexican Government; and until that au- 
thority is shown, the act itself does not constitute 


a state of war. I have already said, sir, that there | 


may be accidental or unauthorized 
which do not therefore constitute war. 
of the ** Little Belt’? was of that description. 
the nature and circumstances of an aggression 
sufficiently indicate its true character and conse- 
quences. A Mexican army invades our territory. 
‘The President calls upon Congress for the neces- 
sary means to repel and punish this act of aggres- 
sion. And we are met, forsooth, at the very 
threshold of our proceedings, that it does not ap- 
pear that this invasion has been committed oe 
authority of the Mexican Government. hy, 
sir, what evidence is required under such circum- 
stances? Do you want such as is required 


rencontres 


The case | 
But | 


by a 
county court in investigating a claim for fifty dol- 


lars? 


And whatever evidence may be required, how long 
are we to wait for it? How far may the invaders 


. i} 
march before we are satisfied that we are at war 


with Mexico? Why, sir, such a state of things 
must be judged by moral evidence, by the circum- 
stances attending it. 


Must we have a certificate from a justice of | 
the peace of Mexico that the President of that re- 
public has directed this attack upon our territory? | 


It might be enough to say | 


that the invasion itself throws the responsibility | 


upon the Mexican Government, and is a sufficient 


justification for us in holding that Government 


accountable. The negative proof is not upon us. 
‘The moral presumption is sufficient for our action. 
But, sir, there is much more than the bare fact of 


invasion to justify the conclusion that we are at || 


war with Mexico. The Government of that 


country has protested ever since the first project | 
of the annexation of Texas, and has announced | 


its completion as a casus belli. 
drawn their Minister from the United States, 
and broken off all diplomatic relations with us. 


They have with- | 


They have refused to recognise, and have treated | 


with contumely, our Minister charged with full 
powers to adjust all matters in dispute, and whom 
they solemnly vromised to receive. They have 


| to recognise the existence of the war, and to take 


|| turn out to be the fact? . Why, sir, the answer is 


May 12, 
collected an army upon our frontier, and have 
sent to assume its command one of the first mil. 

. He summoned 
General Taylor to retire, or that war would im. 
| mediately commence. His summons being dis. 
| regarded, he commenced the war by cros 


vr 
in force into our territory, by attacking “OW 
| troops, and by surrounding our army. Now 
sir, I er to every Senator on the other 
side of the chamber, if he does not believe that 


all this has been done by order of the Mexican 
Government. I presume there is not a man 
within the sound of my voice who will not say 
that, in his opinion, the Mexican general has acted 
| under the direct instructions of the Mexican Goy. 
'ernment. And are we now to be told, sir, that we 
must sit still till we ascertain whether his acts haye 
been avowed or disclaimed? No, sir. A hostile 
army is in our country; our frontier has been pep. 
etrated; a foreign banner floats over the soil of the 
republic; our citizens have been killed, while de- 
fending their country; a great blow has been aim. 
ed at us; and while we are talking and asking for 
evidence it may have been struck, and our arm 
been annihilated. And whatthen? The triumph- 
ant Mexicans will march onwards till they reach 
the frontiers of Louisiana, or till we receive such 
a formal certificate of the intentions of the Mexi- 
can Government as will unite us in a determination 


the necessary measures to prosecute it with vigor, 


to constitute a state of war must be directed by the 
_ legitimate authority of the country; and if not 


/abroad. This is not the least strange among the 
| strange principles we have heard advanced to-day. 

What have we to do with the constitution of Mex- 
_ico? What have we to do with the powers of her 
President, or of her Congress? It is not for us to 
stop in the midst of our deliberations to turn over 
the pages of the last, so-called, constitution of 
Mexico, and to seek how the powers of Govern- 
ment are divided among its various functionaries, 
nor to inquire what is the last pronwnciamento, or 
| who is the present Dictator of that unhappy coun- 
try. The changes, both of authority 2 author- 
ites, are so rapid that it is difficult to keep pace 
with them. Whoever directs the military power 
of the Mexican Government against us is, for our 
purposes, the representative of the Mexican nation. 
Whether he has attained that power by usurpa- 
tion, by false construction, or by an exercise 
of legitimate authority, the responsibility of his 
country is the same. If a fleet of the United 
States should, by order of the President, bombard 
an English town, or commit any other act of ag- 
gression, certainly we should be held responsible; 
and such acts of aggression would be considered 
acts of war. Honorable Senators have said that 
this act of invasion by the Mexican army may be 
unauthorized; and they demand of us, what would 
be the condition of the two countries if such should 


equally clear and easy. If the Mexican Govert- 
ment should disavow the act of invasion, with- 
draw their army, punish their general, and make 
ne oe satisfaction for the injury done, oe would 
ye immediately restored. But until this is done, 
we have only to accept the state of war which Is 
offered to us, and act accordingly. 

I have no doubt the boundary of Texas goes 
the Rio del Norte. But I do not place the justit- 
cation of our Government upon any question o! 
title. Granting that the Mexicans have a claim to 
| that country, as well as we, still the nature of the, 
aggression is not changed. We were in the pos- 
session of the country—a possession obtained with- 
out conflict. And we could not be divested of this 
possession but by our own consent, or by an act 
of war. The ultimate claim to the country was ® 
question for diplomatic adjustment. ‘Till that took 
place, the possessive right was In US; and any 
attempt to dislodge us was a clear act of war. |! 
appears to me, sir, that the present is a most Im- 
portant crisis in the history of this country—a 
sis which is, perhaps, to affect our character a 
our destiny for a long series of years. If we meet 
this act of aggression promptly, vigorously, ene 
getically, as becomes the pee of a ee 
and spirited people, we shal furnish a lesson to he 
| world which will be profitably remembered here 
‘after. But if we spend our time in useless discus 


. 


| sion—if we adopt umid, half-way measures—if we 
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